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The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move an amendment-

That in paragraph (a) all the words
after ''within'' in line 2 be struck out,
and the following be inserted in lieu:
" Ielsewhere than within an area bounded by
a circle having a radius of 20 miles from
the Town llitll in Perth.''
Amendment put and passed.
Hlon. A. .7. H. SAW: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 3 of paragraph (b) "ten"

be struck out and ''fifty" inserted in lieu.
As the clause now stands it will be possible to
get a drink in the metropolitan area within a
radius of 20 miles. The clause provides that
any person can travel 10 miles from, say,
Bunbury, or any other provincial town, and
be entitled to obtain refreshments. The
amendment will help to make the bea fide
traveller the genuine article.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes - . . .. 6
Noe's - . . .13

'Majority- against .. 7

Ron. A. Burvill
lHon. 3. A. GrelS
Mon. J. W. Hickey

Arts.

Hon.

For
flea. F. A. Daglin
Hon. H. P. Colebatch
flea. J1. Cornell
Hon. J. Duffel)
Hon. V. Hamersicy
Eon. E. H. Harris
Hon.- A. Lovekin

H. Seddon
H., Stewart
A. J. H. Saw

(Teller.)

a.
Hon. J. Mi. Macfarlans
Hon. 0. W. Miles
Ran. J. Mills
Hon. J. Nicholson
Eon. r. E. S. Will'nott
Hon. E. Rose

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
The MINISTER FOB EDUCATION: I

I move an amendment-
That the proviso be struck out.

The proviso has now no meaning and must
therefore be deleted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 78--Amendment. of Section 101:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This

clause is no longer necessary.
Clause put and negatived.
Progress reported.

House adjourned (it 10.56 p.mn.
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The SPEAKER took the Clair at 4.30 p~m..
and read prayers.

SWEARING-LN OP NEW MEMBER.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the return

of the writ for the East Perth by-election, It
appears from the endorsement thereon that
Mr. Thomas John Hughes has been duly
elected, I am prepared to swear in the hen.
member.

The member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes)
accordinglyr took and subscribed the oath, and
sirned the roll.

QUESTION-GERALDTON HARBOUR
WORKS.

Mr. WIhLCOOK asked the Minister for
~Works: In view of the fact that the investi-
gation of the plans of the proposed harbour
works at Ceraldton has been completed for
four or five months, when does he expect a
decision to be arrived at in connection with
the commencement of the works

The 'MINISTER POP. WORKS replicil:
The matter is under consideratiou.

QTIEhTION-BRUOE ROOK WATER
SUPPLY.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: In view of the extreme shortage of
water for the townsite of Bruce Rock, will
the Railway Department truck water from
Merredin for railway purposes so as to make
available the small supply for the residents?

The M1INISTER FOR RAIL WAYS re-
plied: In viewv of thme additional cost which
would be incurred, it would he opposed to
economical working to haul water for railway
purposes whilst water is available in the damn.

QUESTION-IMMIGRATION RETURN.

Mr. MeCALLUM (without notice) asked
the Premier: When will the return, for which
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I moved on the 17th October, relating to the
number of immigrants whose passages back
to England had been paid by thle State, be
presented?

The PREMIER replied: I will ask for the
return to be supplied at once.

QUESTION-AUDITOR GENERAL'S
REPORT.

Hon. P, COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: When will the report of tile
Auditor General be presented to Parliament I

The PREMITER replied: When thle lion.
member mentioned it a. fortnight age, I. spoke
to the Auditor General, and asked him when
the report would be ready. He said lie would
have it ready for Parliament shortly.

Hon. P. Collier: It will be of no use to us
unless we get it soon.

The PREMNIER: The Auditor General has
assured inn it -will be ready for the House
soon.

MOTION_\-GO'VERNMEFNT BUSI-N ESS.
PREC EDENCE.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell
-Northan) £4.40]: -I move-

That for the remainder of the session,
Government business shall take precedence
of all motions and Orders of thle Day, on
all sitting days.

The motion means that for the future private
members' day will be cut out altogether.

Hon. T. Walker: What about private Bills?
The PREMIER: The Bill to which the

hon. member refers is now an Order of thle
Day. The niember for Kanowna. (Hon. T.
'Walker) has already paid something to the
Treasnry for the privilege of introducing that
Bill, and lie will pay something mnore before
the Bill is finally dealt with.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Will he get a refund in
the event of thle Bill being defeated?

The PREMIEPR: No. There are Very fen-
motions by private members on the Noti~e
Paper, and anl opportunity will be given to
dr-al with the business. As is usual, I will
give the House an Opportunity to deal with
those motions Which are now before it.

'.%r. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [4.41]: 1 hare ai
notice of motion dealing with the appeal to
the Privy Council in the ease of Mc'Neil and
de Bernales versus thle Crown. I have, ad-
journed the motion from week to week at the
request of the Minister for Mines. I hope
the session will not conclude without effect
being given to the assurances afforded me at
different times that an opportunity will be
available to discuss the matter, in the event
of other action not being taken.

The Premier: That motion is now an
Order of the Day, and an opportunity will be
given to discuss it.

Mr. A, THOMISON (Katnanning) [142],
I would like an assurance from the Premier
that itemn No. 24 will be discussed.

MNfr. 0O'Loghleai: Why not sit on until
March,' and discuss the lot?

The Premier: I have already said that an
opportunity will be given to discuss these
motions.

'Mr. Muasie: The member for Katanning
need not worry about that item'. It relates
to the State Trading Concerns Act Amend-
meat Bill.

Mr* A, THfOM.SON-\: I want the oppor-
tunlity.

Mr. 'MeCalluin: You will get all the dis-
cussion onl that Bill that you want. Yen hav-e
given no reason for passing it.

'Mr. A. THOMNSON: At any rate, I accept
the Premier's assurance that that oplpor-
tunity will be available.

Quest ion put and passed.

13IiLL-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
in1troduced be the Premier and read a first

timie.

BILL-PUBLIC EDU'CATION.\ ACTS
AMEND'MENT.

Report of Committee atlopted.

BILL-H-OSPITALS.

Second rending.
Debate resumied from the 16th 'November.

on. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.41:- In
view of the two speehes delivered on the Bill,
I' expeercil that some of the memnbers-if
there be any rucuiher in the Chiamber wvho
supports the Bill-wvould rice to offer sup-
port at this juzicture.

M.\r. Underwood: You cannot have three
speecheps inl succession Onl one side.

Hon. P. COLLIER ; There are Many
features in [ie Bill of comparatively
minor importance to which L am op-
posed, but rezarding which I will not
have anything to say at the present time.
The Bill, in my judgment, is bad fromn
first to last. Jr is; at Bill which I cannot sup-
port, from Title to schedule. When the Bill
of last year was ititroduced, it was decided
after discussion in this Chamber, to remit it
for thle consideration of a select committee,
whicht afterwrards was created a Royal Conimis-
sion, anilmemblers geiierally expected that
something i the nature of a presentable mea-
sure would be brought down this session. But if
the Bill of last year was objectionable to
nnenihers of the House, taking the whole of
its provisions into consideration, it was a
model of Perfection compared with the pre-
sent Bill. It is proposed to centralise the
whole of the control of our hospitals in a
trust which will have its headquarters in the
city of Perth. 'Not only will the management
be centralised, but the fuinds available for hos-
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pital purposes throughout the State will also
bie managed and controlled by thist trust with
its headquarters in the city. That policy is
cumbersome in the extreme. Not only that,
but it will be very costly. In addition to the
staff of the Med1ical Department, which ad-
mnisters our hospitals at the present time,
wet shalt set lip another body--a trust-which
m~ill bave. its permanent secretary, its inspec-
tor or inspectors whose duty it will be to
tiovell throughouit the State and inspect the
va rious hospitals whicl, come under the pur-
via,, of the trust; andt so generally it must
inevitably lead to the establishment of a
ilejsartinjent, the cost of which will be ad-
ditional to the cost of admninistering the de-
partinent at the present time. There is no
escape fromt that aspect of the question. No
maitter how it might work out, apart from
the fees payable to the members of the trust,
additional expenditure will be involved. Hav-
ing regard to the board as it is likely to he
composed under the Bill, and also to the fact
that the control and management will be cen-
tralised in Perth, I do not believe we shall
secure ally greater degree of efficiency than
exists at present.

lion. WV. C. A ngwin: Less.
Ito,,. P. COLLI ER: M.Ny belief is it will be

much less. It will be more costly and less
efficient. A perusal of the Bill leaves one no
escalpe from that opinion. Take the trust: It
-would appear that those responsible for draft-
iug the Bill pu~zzled their brains in order to
discover the most unworkable and jimpractic-
able method possible for the establishment of
the trust. First of all, there are to be three
moenmlers. elet-ted by the local governing
bodies, one by the municipalities and road
boards within 50 miles of the city of Perth.
TPito Bill itself does not inform uts as to the
method to be employed in the nomination or
election of that representalive. Is it to be
that a conference will be called of all the
ri-presentotive, of the local authorities within
an ares, of 50 miles of Perth for the purpo~e
(if commiating their representative on the
trutst !If that should be the method, how
i9 the voting to be arranged! Will it be that
each local authority will have one vote, or
that each inwmber of every one of the local
vivthn-ities inh rested shaill have an individual
vot-- No doubt the method of election or
,,onuiiilion will be prescribed] by regulation.
The JIM does not give anly indication what-
ever as to the meth~od. It seems to be an
aini-A hopeless Proposition to expect a satis-
factory election by these nwothnds. But if this
ist so w ith regard to the local authorities with-
in an area of 541 miles of Perth, what diffi-
culties may w %e expect the local bodies
throughout the mining areas of this State to
encounter in their endleavour to elect a re-
presentative on the trust, a representative who
will lie in touch with their wants and re-
ouiremnents and who will be satisfactory to all
of them. The mining areas of the State ex-
tend from portions of the North-West right
through the Murchison and Eastern Goldfields
down, to Ravcnsthorpe in the South-West, and
yet it is expected that the local authorities

throughout that vast area will he able to
come to a satisfactory agreement as to
who shall represent themn on the trust.
The Sate thing applies to the repre-
seutative of the agricultural and pas-
toral areas. The road boards away in the
far North-West will be supposed to
collaborate or confer with the road boards
throughout the agricultural areas beyond the
area of 530 miles from Perth with a view to
electing a representative. It is a hopelessly
impracticable proposition. It would have
been much better and much easier to have a
trust a ppointed by the Government straight
out without reference to the local governing
bodiies. 'No matter who might be nominated
or how many might be nominated, it is im-
possible that the person to be elected can he
known to all the local governing authorities
in the remote portions of the State. His
fincss, merits or qualifications could not pos-
sibly be known to the major portion of those
called upon to nominate him, and so it seems
that nothing more cumbersomec or imipractic-
ab~le could have been devised for the appoint-
ment of the trust. It appears that at least
three of the seven members of the trust will
be doctors. As was pointed out by the men,-
ber for North-East Fremntle (Hon. W. C.
Angwin) last week, a fact which will be
known to all members who have had experi-
ence of the control of hospitals, it is not de-
sirable that the medical profession should
exercise a preponderating influence in the
management and control of our hospitals.
Rut it seens that at least three if not four
of the sev-en mnembers of the trust will be
doctors.

Hon. T. Walker: Ts there anything to
prevent the whole lot being doctors?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, except the unlike-
lihonod of the local governing bodies, who have
the right to nominate three members of the
trust, selecting doctors as their representa-
tives, unless theyv select doctors located intho
metropolitan area. Thmat, however, is un-
likely. The trust, too, are to be given etior-
mens powers. Although they wvill have the
power to delegate the control to local boards
in the various districts, nevertheless the ab-
solute andl final management and control and
say, will rest with the trust, who n-ill be ceffi
tralised and situated in Perth. Although the
power to manage hospitals may be granted
to local boards, these boards ay not do any-
thing except with the concurrence and ap-
proval of the central trust. The boards will
be nmerely fetch-and-carry bodies. They will
have to fetch and carry as instructed by the
trust. They will have to do or not do those
things directed by the trust if the trust de-
sire to exercise their powers. To establish
control of this kind is a poor substitute for
the comparatively democratic control and
mnanagemnut we have had in the past. Some
members of the local boards will be elected,
not by the taxpayers, not by those who will
contribute to the funds for the maintenance
of the hospitals, but by subscribers in the
in,-ious districts. There is an anomaly here.
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A subscriber who donates to the funds of a
hospital an maount exceeding Li-say an
.amount of one guinea-will be entitled to
vote for the election of members of the board
but the person in the district who may pay
the tax under the Bill, £5, £10, or £20 a
year, will have no voice or vote whatever in
the appointment of the board.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: And the person who
pays £1 can get it remitted from the amount
of his tax.

lion. P. COLLIER: Assume that a per-
son receives £240 a year, on that he would
pay £:1 by way of tax, Hie may contribute
21s. as a subscription to the local hospital,
and when Isis tax becomes due he can get a
refund of the £1 paid.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: And get a vote.
'Eon. P. COLLIER: So that the total

amount he would pay for the year would be
only £l. By virtue of the payment of £1,
he- would be entitled to vote for the men'-
bers of the local board.

Mr. Davies: Was that suggested by the
Royal Commission?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think any
Royal Commission would make such a pro-
position.

Mr. Davies: The Bill is said to have been
framed largely on the recommendations of
the Royal Commission.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tbat is what has
been said, but the Bill diverges very widely
from the recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission. T hope the hon. member will not
be misled by statements of that kind. When
a Minister desires to create a favourable im-
pression for his Bill, he begins by saying,
''This Bill is modelled largely on the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission. Of
course there are one or two points which we
were unable to adopt, but it is framed largely
on the recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission.'' That is what a Minister says in
order to gain for his Bill a kindly welcom.
This Bill han not been framed on the recoin-
mendations of the Royal Commission, more
particularly in its vital parts. A person who
is in a position to make a subscription of
one guinea direct to the funds of a hospital
w-ill be entitled to a vote for the election of
members of the board, who will control the
hospital. But the person who pays the
tax may pay any amount at all in the
form of deductions weekly from his wages or
salary to the extent of £5, £10) or £20 a year
and will have no vote whatever.

Mr. Underwood: One of the alleged ad-
vantages of the Bill is that it will do away
with the begging.

Ron. P. COLLIER: We shall not get
avway from the begging, although it is stated
In the Press this morning that the Bill will
be likely to obviate the undesirable practice
of cadging from that section of the com-
munity who are inclined to respond to such
appeals.

Mr. Underood: I said ''beging.'' I do
not like the word cadging.

Hion. P. COLLIER: The word cadging
would not appeal to the her. member's elassi-

C21 mind, although the word is used by the
leader writer in this morning's paper. This
Bill a-tually creates and gives statutory re-
cognition of the policy of cadging. It pro-
vides for the appointment of a visiting ad-
v'isory committee. It goes on to say what
my be done to raise funds towards the main-
tenance of hospitals. It actually uses the
word solicit. The advisory board may solicit
funls, donations or subscriptions in any man-
necr they desire. The Bill gives official recog-
nition to the policy of cadging. The solicit-
ing of funds for hospitals has been carried on
to an undesirable extent in the past, but
under this Bill not only will all of the un-
desirable features of the past be continued,
but we shall have, in addition to the organi-
Eations which have taken up the work in the
Past, a visiting committee that will have
official recognition. The taxpayers have no
rights whatever. The additional money that
is to be levied does not bntitle those who will
find it to any rights whatever that they do
not possess at present. This seems to me very
unfair. The point raised by the member for
Bleverley (Mr. Broun) will appeal to every
member. We know that no matter how charit-
ably disposed persons may be, when Parlia-
ment imposes a tax which is in the form of a
charity tax, or money is raised by compulsory
taxation for the purpose of maintaining hos-
pitals, those who have voluntarily contributed
in the past will cease to (10 so in future.
There can be no doubt about that. People
n-ill not, if forced to pay a tax, at the same
time pay out voluntarily as they have done in
the Past. Thme effect of the Bill will be that
we shall lose th equivalent of the sums which
have hitherto been donated under this head-
ing. Coming to the matter of taxationi, it is
here that it is borne in upon us that the title
of thme Bill is incorrect. Instead of its being
described as a Hospitals Bill it should be
described as a Bill for the raising of £100,000
additional revenue. The Bill was not intro-
dueed for the purpose of securing more
effective control or the better maintenance of
hospitals, but for the sole purpose of raising
this sum. The question of the present reach-
inery for managing and controlling hospitals
being satisfactory or otherwise is not taken
into account. It was not the object of the
Bill to deal with this question. All that was
required was to raise an additional £100,000
towards the Consolidated Revenue of the
State. Why should there be a special Act and
a special tax for the purpose of raising money
to carry on our hospitals? Ta there any more
need for taxation for this purpose than there is
for taxation in connection with other func-
tions of State? Why should there be a de-
parture from the practice of the past in this
respect?

Mr. Mann: Was not the idea to do away
with the collection of subscriptions 9

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Bill does not do
away with it. There will be less money avail-
able under the Bill for hospitals than there
was last year. If it was necessary to raise
subscriptions all Over the State under the
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policy that obtained in the past, will it not
also be necessary to do so in the future? The
cost of such functions of State as charities,
education, police and so on is borne by the
Consolidated Revenue. An amount is raised
each year by direct taxation through the land
and income tax, through dividend duties, the
totalisator tax, stamp duties, and in other
wa ys, for the upkeep of these departments.
It is the function of Government to raise by
taxation a sum sufficient to enable them to
carry on the departments of State. If the
Government find that the money at their dis-
posal, that is the total sum raised by means
of taxation, is not sufficient to enable them
properly to carry out their functions, the
logical and reasonable course to pursue is to
bring down a Bill for the imposition of addi-
tional taxation.

Hon. T. Walker: They do so now under this
disguise.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tf that policy were
pm-hued, the matter could be dealt with solely
as a taxation question.

Mr. Underwood: Or we could cut out some-
thing.

Rion. P. COLLIER: Yes. Tf it is desired
to raise an additional aura of £100,00,0 the
duty of the Government is to adopt the ordin-
ary methods for doing so, as I have indicated.
What is there special about hospitals that a
Hill of this sort need be introduced for the
raising of money? If we are going to adopt
this new principle, why not extend it to other
departmentsl Why not say we want a special
tax to raise money to cover the cost of
education? Does not education affect every.
one in the State? If this form of taxation
can be logically defended, it an equally well
be defended in the case of education. The
same argument would apply to police. That
is a non-revenue producing department, but is
just as essential to the State as the carrying
on of our hospitals. Why not bring down a
special Bill to raise money to cover the cost
of our police force? The same thing may be
said in the case of our charities. Last
week on the Estimates we discussed out-
door relief to women with dependents,
covering a sum of about £90,000, which
is approximately the amount required
for the maintenance of our hospitals.
If we are justified in bringing down a special
Bill to raise money for hospitals, why not do
so for the purpose of raising money for our
charities, our State children, and our Lunacy
Department, and for every other non-revenue
producing department of Sttae The principle
is had. We should not single out one par-
ticular department in a manner like this by
imposing a special tax, to be devoted toit.
If additional revenue is necessary it should
be raised upon more equitable lines. Thin
Bill provides for a flat rate of taxation. That
is to say, a person who is in receipt of only
£1 a week would pay the equivalent to that
which is paid by the man who is in receipt of
£1,000 or £,10,000 a year. That principle
of a flat rate has never been recognised in

connection with taxation of this kind in West-
ern Australia or any other State. The prin-
ciple of taxation haa always followed thq
lines of a levy upon those who will have to
pay, in proportion to their ability to pay.
That is the principle we adopt in
connection with our income tax Whilst
we start at 2d. or 3d. in the pound,
we increase the amount to 2s. 6d. in the
pound in the ease of a man in receipt of a
large income. We recgnise the principle
that the tax should be imposed in accordance
with the power and the capacity of a person
to pay. This Bill reverses the principle that
has always been recognised. It says that an
apprentice, or a boy or girl who is only earn-
ing 10s. a week, will pay proportionately the
same amount of tax as the man in receipt of
a large income. That form of taxation is
iniquitous, and represents a departure from
the well-established principle of raising funds
for Parrying on the functions of State. There
is no justification for this, because the ques-
tion of hospitals is no more import-
ant than that of most other depart-
ments of State. Instead of adopting
the principle contained in the Bill of
raising money for hospitals, why not adopt
the logical course of saying thsit the million
pounds, or so, that is ordinarily required by
way of taxation for carrying on the functions
of State is insufficient? Let the Government
then bring down a special Bill and ask for
the endorsement of Parliament to enable them
to raise an extra sum of money by way of
taxation to cover this extra expenditure. That
is the only logical and consistent attitude to
adopt. The Bill under review would never
hnve been introduced except that it is desired
to raise this money. We should never have
seen it so far as hospitals are concerned but
for that fact. If we want the money, let us
raise it as we have raised other money, by
means of taxation. There is no reason for
a departure iii this case. I should like to
know on what ground the maintenance of hos-
pitals has been singled out in this way, when
education, charities, and other departusats
have been put on one side. There is no rea-
son for this special attention to hospitals. If
we are justified in imposing taxation for the
one, we are justified in doing so for the other
departments. If that is so, we should repeal
all our forms of taxation and bring in a
special tax for education, for hospitals, for
police, for charities, for lunacy, ad so ono
so that we may have a separate tax to cover
each of the different services. Let us see how
this works out. Last year there were 38,000
persons in the State who paid income tax.
Under this Bill it is estimated there will be
140,000 persons paying tax. That is to say,
the Bill will levy upon 100,000 persons in the
State who to-day are exempt from taxation
under our Inconme Tax Act. Now, why are
those 100,000 persons thou, this Bill will
rope in exempt at the present time? It will
be admitted that the exemption under the In-
come Tax Act is very low; £156 in the ease
of a married person or one with dependants,
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and £100 for a single person without depend-
ants. It is generally conceded that the In-
come Tax Act calls for payment upon every
person in the State who is in a position to
pay taxation.

'The Premier: There are 100,000 able-
bodied men.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If those 100,000 able-
bodied men were receiving sufficient salary or
wage to enable theni to pay any taxation,
they would be paying under the Income Tax
Act. The very fact that they are not paying
under that Act is proof that they are receiv-
ing an income which does not permit of their
paying taxation, which does not, in the judg-
meat of Parliament, justify the levying of
any taxation upon them. Our Income Tax
Act says that every person in a position to
pay shall pay.

Afr. Underwood: If it does, not say that,
let us alter it so as to make it provide for
that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. Nobody will
argue that we arc flat taxing right down to
the bread line, and in fact below the bread
line when we tax a married mn with £156
a year, or a single person in receipt of £E2 a
week. If we are now going to obtain pay-
ment of a hospital tax from 100,000 persons
who to-day are exempt uinder the Income Tax
Act, it is conclusive proof that we are pro-
posing to tax people who cannot afford to
pay taxation. There can he no getting an-ny
fronm that argumnent. The proper and logical
method would be to amiend our Income Tax
Act if thc present taxation is not sufficient.
Lower the exemption or increase the rate of
taxation, if necessary; but raise something
additional under the Income Tax Act Ink ac-
cordance with the principle laid down by that
measure, namely a progressive rate of tax
according to the capacity of the person conl-
cerned to pay. On reference to last year's
report of the Commissioner of Taxation, I1
find that the total amount of income assessed
for taxation in that year was £7,796,000.
Calculating that at a peny in the pound, it
means that we would get under this Bill
£:1,4S7. That is to say, from the total
amount upon which income tax was paid last
year, this penny in the pound would produce
£32,000 odd. it also means that levying on
the same basis we must levy upon 161!
mnillions of income which was exempt from
payment of income tax last year, and exempt
only by reason of the fact that those earning
the 16'1. million were in receipt of incomes
below thle exemption limit.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: No. That amount
has already been exempted. Part of that
would] have' been earned by those pnying now,
because it would have been already exempted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do Dot follow the
Minister.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: Of those who
eaned the 7% millions a portion hare al-
ready been. exempted under the Income Tax
Act.

H1on. P. COLLIER: Last year's taxable
a-mount was 7% millions, after deduction of
all exemptions.

The 'Minister for 'Mines: The best figure
to take is the full amount of income of those
who paid tax last year.

lon. P. COLLIER: Without. allowing for
deductions, that amount last year, according
to the report, was 10 millions. It requires 24
millions to give us £100,000 at a penny in the
pound. If the total amount of income, as per
the return, "'as ten millions last year, it
means that the amount upon which *this
penny in the pound will have to be levied in
order to produce £100,000, is 14 nmillios 11
millions which to-day is exempt from income
tax. Surely that is a clear indicatioli that
the Bill proposes to encroach upon the earn-
in~gs of people who cannot afford to pay any
tax whatever. That is proved because, if
they could afford to pay, they would already
be paying income tax.

Mlr. Teesdale: That "-as a unanimous re-
coniendatien hy the whole of the Conirais-
sionl.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not care what it
was, but I believe the Commission were un-
der the impression that this money to be
raised under the Bill would be an annual
amount in addition to that set aside hr the
Government for maintenance of hospitals.
Therefore the Commission recommended this
penny in the pound. -But, instead of that,
time Government step in and substhmite the tax
uinder this Bill for the expenditure of the
department ais it has been from Year to year-

The Premier: That was intended.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I do nut know what

was intended. The members of the Comumis-
sion say this was not intended. I cannot
vouch for what was intended. However, the
mnembers of the Commission declare that
when they recommended the penny in. the
pound tax, their intention was that the Guy-
emninent should make provision for hospitals
in the future as they had done in the past,
and that the additional mioney to be raised
uinder this Bill would be the extra amiount
required far the maintenance of our hospitals,
the amount that now has to he begged and
raised in other ways. The House might be
disposed to listen to the raising of a hospital
tax if that were the policy proposed to be
adopted, although I, for my Part, should not
endorse such a miethod in any- circumistancee-
I -would not endorse the imposition of a penny
in the pound on. boys and girls earning 30s. or
15s. a week, and an shop assistants earning,
say £1 per iveek-workers not receiving suif-
ficient to lpay for bonots to take them. to their
work.

11r. Lambert: The proposal of the Bill is
a subterfuge.

Hon. P'. COLLIER: Yes, a subterfuge to
increase taxation. Take the ordinary work-
ing man in receipt of £4 or £4 10s. per week.
He contributes to hospital fnds and medical
funds an average of between £E4 and 1-5 per
year,' irrespective of funds to which a married
uman must belong if he is going to take or-
dinary precautions against sickness or other
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difficulties coming upon himself or his family.
On top of that £4 or £5 per yrear, this man
an £4 10s. per week is to be called upon to
pay another £1 per annum.

Mr. Hariisoa: The payments he now makes
are chiefly medical?

Ron. P. COLLIER: Chiefly medical;
lodges and medical. I say the House would
not be Justified in doing what is proposed,
and I hope the Bill will be rejected on the
second reading. If it were possible to amend
the measure in a mannier that would mnake it
satisfactory, perhaps we would be justified
in passing the second rending with a view
to amendment in Committee. But I am con-
vineed that so many amendments would he
required, that every clause from the first to
the last would have to be drastically altered.
It is not possible for private members to
draft nmendmients which would make the Bill
satisfactory. If on the miain principle of the
Bill the House were agreed, we might satis-
factorily amiend the details in Committee.
But the Bill has been drafted on wrong lines.
The principle of it is wrong from beginning
to end. That being so, it does not seem pos-
sible at this late stage of the session, when
we arc within three or four weeks of closing
down, -when we have on the NKotice Paper a
large volume of work awaiting consideration,
for the House to make this a satisfactory
measure. There is no urgent call for the
Bill so far as the management of our hos-
pitals is concerned. In introducing the Bill
the Colonial Secertary declared that the mneas-
ure would not have been brought down but for

,the fact that the Government wanted the ad-
ditional money.

The Colonial Secretary: One reason was the
need for more uniform. legislation for the
control of hospitals.

lRon. P. COLLIER: The Colonial Secre-
tary dlid not speak about uniform control, or
about correc-tiug anomalies in the manage-
inent of hospitals. He did say that the Bill
-would not have been brought down but for
the fact that the Government desired to raise
mnore money. If the Minister will look up
his speech in "Hansard," hie will find that
those are the words he used.

Mr. Underwood: But he did not mean to
say that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Mfinister said that
if it were possible to provide funds from
Consolidated Revenue, this Bill would not
have been brought down.

Mr. Willeock: He let the cat out of the
bag.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is no urgency
for the Bill therefore, from the aspect of
management or control of hospitals. The
only purpose of the Bill is to raise more
money.

The Colonial Secretary- That is one of its
purposes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Its only purpose. It
would not hare been brought down, the Col-
onial Secretary said, but for that. Nothing
with regard to the management and control
of our hospitals was of sufficient importance
to ju~tify the bringing down of a Bill. Only

the desire and need for more money caused
the measure to be introduced. If the Gov-
ernment want more money, there are other
ways of obtaining it. That being so, I hope
the House will reject this Bill on the second
reading.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Yr. GIBSON (Fremantle) [.5.30]: Nt
withstanding the hostile criticism of the Bill,
I hope members will agree to the second
rending; for although somne of that criticism
may be justified, I think we can so shape the
Bill that it "ill tend to imp rove our hospital
systemi. To anybody who has been associ-
ated with the workings of our hospitals, it
nmust be evident that legislation of some sort
is required. Realising that, the Government
last session brought down a Bill which met
with a v-ery hostile reception.

Rloil. P. Collier: 'It was an infinitely bet-
ter Bill than this one.

'Mr. GIBSON: The opposition to that Bill
'ias mainly on the ground that the pro posed
icidence of taxation was unfair. That Bill

was referred to a select committee, of which
I was a member. Later, that committee was
converted into a Royal Commission. I as-
sunme the Premier has given a good deal of
consideration to that Commission's report,
and also to the evidence taken before the
Commission. Not one of the witnesses ex-
amuined was satisfied with the Bill of last
session. In pursuance of instructions from
the House, the Royal Commission visited
various parts of the State. It may not be
out of place if I review Some of the know-
]edge we gained o" those trips. 'We found
that there were in all 512 hospitals. The
Perth and Fremantle hospitals are controlled
by bodies appointed by the Government. The
Children 'a Hospital is governed by a commwit-
tee elected by the subscribers, and the King
Edward Hfospital is controlled by the Goy-
ermnent. Of the 52 hospitals, 19 are con-
trolled by the Government, There are 26
commiittee hospitals. The financial position
of those hospitals is exceedingly embarrass-
ing to the committees concerned. The Perth
and Fremantle hospitals are dependent on
subsidies received from the Government.
Last Year the Perth Hfospital received.
£23,000 and the Fremantle Hospital £6,000.
Voluntary donations are practically non-
existent, and so the opposition t6 the sug-
gested taxation on the score that it wvill af-
fect voluntary donations is baseless. Last
year the Perthi Hospital received in donations
£943, of which £530 was subscribed by the
W.A.T.C Committee hospitals are sup-
piorted by subscriptions provided by mem-
bers of the local community. Such a hospital
is that at Leonorn. It so happens that for
several years I was treasurer of that insti-
tution. To the support of that hospital
married men pay, Is. 9d. per week and single
men Is. 3d. per week, for which each is en-
titled to hospital accommodation for him-
self, and the married man to medical atten-
tion. and medicine in his home in addition.
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It will be seen, therefore, that the people
outback are carrying a fairly heavy burden
in respect of hospital maintenance.

Mr. Marshall- You are merely proposing
additional taxation.

Mr. GIBSON-± It was never my inten-
tion to impose additional taxation on those
mhen; rather would I do anything I could to
relieve them from the heavy fees they are
paying. That will be one of the results if
the Bill passes. In all the districts visited
we found the hospital committees financially
embarrassed. In some of the hospitals the
conditions were far from satisfactory. One
in particular was in a most dilapidated con-
dition.

Ron. P. Collier: The Bill will not get
thein oft of their -financial difficulties.

Mr. GIBSON: In this hospital the beds
were a disgrace, and should have been thrown
out on the rubbish heap. Unfortunately, there
were no funds with which to replace any-
thing thrown out. That was in one of the
biggest towns in the agricultural areas. As
affording some illustration of the financial
position of the hospitals, let us consider Fre-
mantle. At present they have outstanding
amounts aggregating £1,406, amounts owing
to local tradesmen for groceries, meat, and
other necessary commodities.

Hon. W. 10. Angwin: How will the Bill
improve the position, seeing that the subsidy
will be even less than it is nowWI

Mr. GIBSON: The month 'a accounts
amount to £981, the salaries to £376 10s. and
the Government grant to £416, leaving £40
with which to pay the balance, Of course, it
will have to be made up by maintenance fees
and donations, to which the Fremantle peo-
ple contribute much more liberally than do
those of Perth. Had the maintenance fees
earned been collected, the hospital would have
been able to meet its libilities; for the fees
earned were £7,207, whereas the amount col-
lected was only £2,684 or one-third, showing
that two out of every three patients paid
nothing f or their support in the hospital. The
X-ray plant is obsolete and requires to be
replaced. Also the treatment of patients is
seriously handicapped by lack of a bedside
X-ray plant, for which there is no money. Re-
cently two fracture patients were so seriously
injured that they could not be taken to the
roomt containing the big X-ray plant, and
so they had to wait a fortnight until their
general condition had sufficiently improved
to allow of their removal to that room, Had
the bedside plant been there for. the examina-
tion of the fractures, those patients could have
been fixed up much more quickly, and so a
saving would harec been effected in mainten-
ance feet. Some £500 is required to bring up
the supply of bedding material to normal re-
quirements. Moreover, the installation of a
rainwater storage service would represent a
considerable saving in the laundry work, for
the service water supplied has a very, in-
jurious effect onl the clothing,. To place the
hospital in an efficient condition would entail
an expenditure of £5,000. The Children's
Hospital expects a deficit of £6,000 this year.

Last year they received a subsidy of £750.
Members will appreciate the wonderful work
being done by this institution, containing
patients fromt all over the State. It is quite
unquestionable that for the continuance of
this good work further financial assistance is
required. The Royal Commission arrived at
certain conclusions. They found that the
lnck of uniform control was hampering the
efficient work of hospitals, and that each hos-
pital was in financial difficulties. The Com-
mission made certain recommendations, one
being the appointument of the proposed board
of control. Of course, this is one of the two
recommendations which have led to so muen
hostile criticism. The hoard of control would
effect considerable improvement in working.
It Is not necessary to explain the difficulty
which individual committees have in dealing
with Government departuments. I can give
one or two instauces coming within my own
knowledge.

lHon. W. C. Angwn: The individual hos-
pitals can more easily deal with a Govern-
ment department than could a trust, which
would meet only once a month.

Mr, GIBSON: During the last influenza
epideuic our hospital committee in 3% days
erected a building coating £106. After the
epidemic had passed, we secured from thc
Government permission to use the building
as a children's hall. The Government also
agreed to line the place with lathes and
plaster and erect a verandah. It took the de-
partment 15 weeks to do the work, at a cost
of £206, Had the hospital people been able
to do it themselves, it would have been
finished in a quarter the time and at half
the cost. Until quite recently, if a window
were broken in a hospital it took three or
four weeks to get it repaired. First it had
to be reported to the Health Department, who
notified the Public Works Department, who
thereupon sent somebody down to examine it.

Mr. Chesson: The same thing will occur
un der the Bill.

Mr. GIBSON: No, if the Bill be passed
the local committee will have authority to do
all that work, expending their own money on
it.

Mr. Underwood: They will have authority
to apply to the trust.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: When I was on the
hospital board they used to do that sort of
thing themRselves.

M.%r. GIBSON: They do not do it now, if
only for the reason that there is no money.
Another advantage arising from the appoint-
nment of the trust would he the co-ordinating
of the work of providing hospital staffs. At
present each committee appoints its own staff.
If that work could be co-ordinated by a, cen-
tral body, it would make for much more effi-
cient working of the system. Again, we
would have cheaper supplies. At present
each individual committee is buying sepa-
rately, with the result that it has not the ad-
vantage of the low prices which could he
Secured if purchases were made in large quan-
tities. I had an instance not very long ago.
A certain firm had a large number of ther-
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maonters which they wanted to sell. There
w~as no authority to Purchase thermometers,
ad so the Medical Department could not

buy them. S1hortly afterwards the price et
thermometerr trebled, and in the end the
State land to pay three times as much as
Mould have been paid had the proposed board
been in existence. Then. there would be
considerable advantage in the removal of
control f Fom the department to the
central body, for we should have a
much more skympathetic distribution of
fundF than we can get departmentally.
If there is any better proposition thani that
suggested in the Bill, it can he considered.
I an not particularly anxious about the ap-
;prdntment of the hoard. I have always
found that the Mfedical Department are
capable of doing everything that is Becen.
sary, and when the Bill is in Committee I
shalt be pleased to support any proposal that
is advanced that will prevent the transfer of
the control of the hospitals to any other do-
partracut. With regard to the constitution of
the proposed trust, the reason for suggesting
that two of the memabers should represent the
Medical Department was because of the fact
that for years past the Principal Medical
Officer and the secretary of the deportment
have been carrying on the work of administra-
tion, and that therefore it was not possible to
suggest any two who would be more suitable.
They had both knowledge and experience to
guide, them. Then with regard to a repre-
seantative of the British Medical Association,
T was anxious that that body shonld not be
overlooked. There should be a representative
with expert knowledge and with a knowledge
of hospital architecture as wall.

Hon, IV. C. Angwiu: What about the Prin-
iral Medical Officer?
Ilr. GIBSON: It has been suggested that

the British MVedical. Association are a large
union, but they.1 are about the only union who
are prepared at nil times of the day or night,
without fee or reward, to give their services
to those who require them.

i-on. WV. C_ Angwin: All doctors want to
get in the hospitals.

Mr. GTIBSONX: I realise that.
Capt. ('arter: Why?
Hen. W. C. Anwwin: For practice.
Mr. GIBSON: T realise, ton, that surgeons

anal physicians wish to become members of
the honorary staff. But isq that not of advan-
tage to the institution?

M1r. 0 'Loghlen: Who objects to it?
'.%r. GIBSON:.1 Is a man not better equipped

for the experience that lie gets in a hospital?
Ta the event of the Bill going throngh it is
only right that due recognition should be
given to the work done by the British Medi-
cal Association for the suffering poor of the
comnitaity.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A lot of doctors dis-
agree with you on that point.

M.%r. GIBSON: I realise that in addition to
desiring to assist sufferers, medical men are
keen on becoming members of the staffs of
hospitals in order to acquire experience that

it may be possible to get there only. At the
same time they are getting that experience
for the benefit of the community. That is
wb5' I am anxious that the British Medical
Association should have the right to appoint
oute of their number on the hoard. It has
been suggested that there will be four nmedi-
cal men on the boald. Personally, I believe
that the number wilt be only two.

H-on. WV. C. Angwin: Three. You are the
first who has mentioned four.

Hon, P. Collier: I said three, possibly
four.

Hon, WV. C. Angwia:, Provision is made for
three.

11022. P. Collier: It is possible that three
will be appointed.

Mr. CIBSON: Objection has been taken
to thec method it is proposed to adopt in con-
n1ectionk with the appointment of the board.
Mfy belief is that the metb'jd is the most
simple that could he followed. It is pro-
posed to follow the practice adopted in con-
uICetion With the appointment of the fire
brigades board. It has also been suggested
that the appointment of this board will mean
the creation of another fec-earning institu-
tion. It will be seen by the Bill that the fees
to he paid will not exceed £350.

'Mr. Underwood: And travelling expenses.
M-Nr. GIBSON: If the board is constitutefl

as proposed, no one will suggest that a man
Shouald travel to thme city from outback with-
ouit having his expenses paid.

Mr. Undervood: Why should he travel?
Mr. GIBSON: Would] the hon. member have

himi sacrifice his wages during the period of
absence from his district? 'Moreover it wrould
not be possible for the board to go to him;
lie must go to the board. It has also been
stated in the course of debate tbat this is not
a Hospitals Bill, that it is a taxation Bill.
Of course it is a taxation Bill. Personally
I would have no objection. to its being called
a hospitals taxation Bill. Taxation does not
seem to be very acceptable to those who are
obliged to pay it. I wish to make the point
clear that it was not the intention of the
Commission, when suggesting the tax of a
venny in the £1, to relieve to any extent the
Consolidated Revenue. The idea of imposing
the tax was to supplement wrnt was pro-
vided by the Government, because we knew
that it would require twice as much as wras
drawnm from Consolidated Revenue to put the
hospitals of the State on a proper footing.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the wvhole principle
of the Bill.

'.%r. GIBSON: I am not in accord with
that principle. MNy idea was that the money
raised by way of taxation should he in addi-
tion to what was found from revenue.

lHon. T. Walker: That is nowhere expressed
in the Bill.

Mr. GIBSON: That is my opinion. I am
uot responsible for the Bill, and I hope when
it reaches the Committee stage the ideas of
the Royal Commission will find expression
in it.
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Mr. 'Marshall: Did the Commission wish to
ab olish cadging?

Mr. GIBSON: It is the duty of the healthy
section of the community to look after the
sik. The suggested taxa~tion, to my mind, is
fair. *No one will say that to levy a penny
in the L will cause anyone to make a sacri-
fice. A man earning £6 a week will be asked
to contribute the price of a packet of cigar-
ettes. That cannot be regarded as a sacrifice,
especially when the individual paying it
realises that the money is being devoted to
the care of those unfortunate members of the
community who are sick and need every care.

lion. P. Collier: If you had to keep house
and pay rent on £4 10s. a week -you would
find out how much money you had to spare
for taxation.

Mr. GIBSON : We have to find the money.
floes the Leader of the Opposition suggeqt
that we should impose a further super tax on
the inconie tax? Lust year there were
179,000 wage earners, and of those 37,856
were taxpayers. Of that number, 26.867
earned under £6 weekl *y, and 6,265 earned
between £6 and £10 weekly, while there were
.11,132 who earned under £10 weekly. It is
suggested by hon. mem bers opposite that those
individuals who do not get the advantage of
hospital acconmmodation should not be taxed
to provide this accommodation for those who
could, to a certain extent, pay for their main-
tenance, and who at present are not contribut-
ig anything, I admit there are 2,000 people
with inicomes between £500 and £1,000, ana
that there are 1,715 who earn, over E1,000 a
year. I claim that the proposed tax is fair
and reasonable. To show that no great hard-
ship is going to be inflicted on anyone, let us
quote the ease of a club in Frenmantle where
last year omething like £16,000 was spent,
and yet during the same period the money
spent on the Fremnantle hospital was only
£13,000. The people who found money for
that institution will not reard it as a great
burden when they are asked to contribute the
small amount suggested.

Mr. Chesson: Some who contributedl to
that £18,000 do not reside in the State-the
seafaring men.

Mr. GIBSON: There is another clause in
the Bill which will probably attract attention,
and it is the fact that his paying the tax does
not ive the taxpayer the right to demand
hospital accommodation. It is intended in
this respect that the system which exists at
present shall continue. We can understand
that if the right to treatment were given
under the Bill to every person paying the
tax, it would be necessary to enlarge the
hospitals, and also to provide a huge staff of
highly trained people. Then again, if every-
one had the right to be treated in a hospital,
wre would hove no honorary staff. It is not
proposed to go in for a niational health in-
surance, hut the dlay is not far distant when
it will be necessary to introduce legislation
to deal with this subject, and w-hen it comnes
along it will bare my cordial support. It
must, however, be a proposal different from

that in existence in England at the present
time. I trust members will read the evidence
given by Dr. McKenzieI of the Perth Hos-
pital, on the subject of national insuiranlce.
When we were travelling round the country,
we found that the comndttee-eontrolled hos-
pitals were more costly to manage thant those
controlled by the department, and on investi-
gation we found that this was due to the fact
that the charges at the committee hospitals
were higher than those at the Government
institutions. That is probably what it means,
because it is not necessairy to be so
economical and there is not thle necessity to
answer inquiries from, the department as to
what expenditure has been incurred.

Mr. Chesson : The patients would be better
dealt with in those hospitals.

Mr. GIBSON: If the Bill be passed, it
will enable us to increase the wages of the
nursing staffs in the government hospitals,
noiti the metropolitan hospitals as well. They
should be increased to a rate wshich I think
miembers of this Chamber will agree will be
adequate.

Hon. W. C. .Angwin: You cannot do that
under the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot amend the
financial clauses, and they are the whole crux:
of the Bill.

Hon. T. Walker: They are the Bill.
Mr. GIBSON: We will see what can he

done to deal with that aspect when we are
considering the Bill in CJommiittee. I1 shall
make no reference whatever to the wages,
paid to the orderly and dlomestic staffs as
their claims are being dealt with by the Ar-
bitration Court at present. Nurscs in the
metropolitan hospital are working under
wret-bed conditions. In the first Year they
receive 7s. a week, in addition to which they
get quarters, laundry and uniforms. In the
second year they get 9a. 3d. a week, and in
the third year 159. a week. During that time,
of course, they are acquiring knowledge that
will fit them for their future professional
life. When they are qualified, after three
.years' work, they receive 30s. a week, while
sisters in charge of a ward get 32s. a week
and their keep. Hon. members should realise
that it takes five years for a nurse to qualify
for the position of sister in charge of a ward.
Members sitting on the Opposition side of the
House will not suggest that those rates of
remuneration are reasonable for the work
nurses perfornm. If the Bill be passed, it wilt
enable us to make the lot of the nurses better
than it is at the present tinie. In order to
earn those ages, nurses have to work during
the day' time for 1014 hours, for six (lay's a
wveek. Nieht nnrses have to work 10 hours
for Six dlays a week. There is no question of
44 hours a week, and time and a-half, or
double time for Sundays. The nurses are
sweated in n most dreadful fashion, and
money should be found to remunerate them
more in cordance with what they deserve.

Hnn. W. C. Anawin: The Bill wvill not
enable you to do that.

Mr. GIBSON: Then we will amenid the
Bill so as to enable us to get over the diffi-
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cult;-. The matron at the Perth, Public Hos-
pital, who is qualified to take charge of the
insitution, has a staff of 104 nurses under
her control, and she receives less than £3 a
week. I On; sure members will agree that
something is wrong there, and must he
altered.

Hion. P. Collier: The Bill does not alter
that position.

Ion. T. Walker: If you stick to that, it
will he all right.

'Mr. GIBSON: We hsope to anmend the Bill
to meet these difficulties. Sufficient money
should be rai~ed under the provisions of the
Dill s6 that steps may be take,, which will be
of advantage to hospitals in the country dis-tricts. It has been mentioned that hospitals
in the country districts are ill-equipped and
in some cases it has been necessary for men
to be sent to the metropolitan hospitals, as
they cannot be treated in the locality where
their accidents happen. If it is possible to
have the couintrvy hospitals equipped in the
way they should be, that would] enable
ope~rations to be Carried out in those localities
ana it would not be necessary to remTove
patients from flue districts where their rela-tives are residing. It would not he necessary
to bring them away unless there were grave
reasons for doing so. The Bill will provide
means to carry out some of this work.

'.%r. Mfarshall: When Perth and Fremnantle
requirements are met, the money will be gone.

Mr. GIBSON: It will be possible to sub-
sidise district nurses and maternity woards
In the outlying districts.

Mr. Underwood : We have got those now,
so why worry about that?

Mr. GIBSON : The country districts have
not got them.

Mr. Un.1erwoo'l: Yes, we have.
Mr. GIBSON: TIhere are not enough. I

have lieen in nmany districts rc,-entlv where
p~ractic-ally everyone spoke about the neces-
sity for thiese provisions being made.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton : We have them at
'Moorn.

Mr. Gibson : Ifoora. is not the universe!
Mr. 'Marshall: It is the axis on whiph it

revolves.
Lieut.-Colonell Denton: It does not revolve

around 'You, anyhow.
Mr. GIBSON: It should hie possible to

mnake provision for uatients being dealt with
snore satisfactorily than at the present time.
The question of the relationship of friendly
societies to the Bill has been mentioned.
Friendly societies should he supported hut
they cannot claim as a right, if the Bill be
passed, to nyt' relief from taxation. What
tier pay at the present time is purely an
insurance that in time of sickness they' can
get medical attention in their owin homes, and
medicine at cheap rates. It does not en-
title them to any hosnital accommodation.
Friendly societies are doing a great work, and
I recflCIti~e that they are, to a certain extent,
relieving the Government of the necessity for
looking after a section of the people. If the

second reading of the Bill be agreed to, I
will not be averse to making provision for
any menmher of a friendly society to receive
acconmmodation in a hospital at half the rates
to be paid hy those "-ho are not menmbers.
Reference has been made to intermediate hos-
pitals as well. This is one of the most diffi-
cult propositions we have to face. White
men are earning fii, £7 or £8 a week they
find it absolutely impossible to meet the
charges levied utponi patients by private
hospitals. It is said they should he debarred
from goig into public hospitals because they
are not indigent. We know what hospital
fees are and the comfort that is required at
times of sickness. We suggest it might be
possible to overcome this difficulty by the es-
tablishnienlt Of intermediate hospitals or of
wards in connection with existing hospitals.
We arec up against difficulties and we are told
that patients who tire not ] ayiilg do not re-
ceive as good treatment as those whlo pay.
if a Oan is preparedl to pay something
townarls his maintenance and treatment, hoe
can, it is suqgested, be taken into public in-
stitutions and there be followed by the doctor

hedesires to treat him. This proposal is
in opposition to the private hospitals, that
jany he in existence at the present time, but
hon. members will realise that the attention in
p~rivate hospitals cannot compare with that
giv~en !in the public institutions. ITam not
attcenpting to belittle the work carried out at
private hospitals but I believe that is the
position. I hope sympathetic consideration
will hie giveni to the Bill. I think the stand-
ari of a country's cirilisation can he meca-
su-ed by the consideration shown for its suf-
fi-rimma citizens. I trust Western Australia
will give a lead To other parts of the Common-
wealth and establish a reputation for the way
it looks after its suffering poor.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [6.10]: When
one casts one's mind hack over last session and
tlhe present session, one must realisec that thmere
are certain reasons actuating the 'Minister
controlling hospitals aad also Parliament in
taking such ac-tion, as has been adopted in
connection with hospitals legislation. In the
first instance we had submitted to us a Bill
by thme member for Beverley (Mr. ]3roun),
w~ho w-as then Colonial Secretary. It was
very different fron, the present Bill. The
then Colonial Secretary was actuated in bring-
jug forward a mmesure because there was a
great deficiency in the funds available for
such institutions, and no matter how we may
blind ourselves to the fact, and camouflage
it by saying we should have amended legis-
lation, it is abundantly clear that that is
the position. It is absolutely essential that
seome legislation should be passed to place
these institutions on a much better mani-
cial basis than that on which they are at
the present time. Those who have had ex-
perience in connection wvith hospitals, and It
suppose most of uts have had more or less
experience, must recogrnise the onerous duties
confronting the smenmbers of committees in
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charge of hospitals, in the country districts
in particular. When one recoguises the re-
sponsibilities and anxieties attaching to the
work of such committees, it is a matter of
great regret that the institutions are in such
a deplorable condition, It seems to me that,
probably, these were the reasons for bringinig
forward the Bill now before us for con-
sideration. To those who have taken the
trouble to read the report of the Royal Com-
mission it seems futile to say that the Bill
does not fairly represent the recommendations
of the Commission. If we take the recom-
mendations as they appear at the end of the
report, we find that the first deals -with
inanee. Surely financial conditions are
largely embraced within the provisions of the
Bill. Thea there follow certain suggestions
for central hospital administration and local
hospital administration as well. Further on
in the recommendations, however, there ap-
pears the following recommendation.-

That where local managing committees
are not appointed, the Governor be author-
ised to app~oint local visiting and advisory
committees. That any such committee in-
elude nominees from the local governing
authorities and be authorised to collect sub-
scriptions and to Spend same on the welfare
and comfort of the patients and staff of the
district hospital and be further empowered
to perform such other duties as may be
conferred by the trust.

In spite of the legislation which is sought to
be enacted by the Bill, we are confronted with
a similar position, inasmuch as we are to be
called upon for subscriptions to further sub-
sidise these institutions. There is no doubt
that the Bill is inee or less a taxation
measure. It must be such, but it has
introduced, to my mind, a phase of
taxation that is new to the State. I refer to
taxation for specific purposes. As was
pointedly remarked by the Leader of the
Opposition, if we are to agree to this phase
of taxation, it may be a phase adopted to
meet any emergency. If we adopt the pre-
cedent, that must needs be the necessary
corollary.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 pmn.

Mr. PICKERING; Before tea I was deal-
iag with the form of taxation. The member
for Fremantle (Mr. Gibson) requested mem-
bers to read the evidence of Dr- Mackenzie.
I was rather struck by the doctor's opening
remarks. Onl page 21 he stated-

It should be remembered that under the
Bill, with its proposed System of taxation,
there may arise a demand for payment for
a medical services rendered in hospital.
If through taxation every person ina the
community has to contribute to the main-
tenance of hospitals, if follows that every
person will demand equal opportunity for
treatment in hospital. This may mean
cutting out the honorary medical officers,
because it will certainly affect private prac-
tice. It would mean practically the nation-
alisation of hospitals.

One of the outstanding features of the Bil
is the negationl Of that statement. Oil fur
tiler perusal of the evidence, I take it thai
this is based upon the fact that the Commis
sion, in making their recommendations for
tax not exceeding one penny in the pound
had in mind that the amount to be raised 133
suech taxation should he in addition to an]
sum, what at present was given by the Gov
eranient by war of subsidy. When we turr
to the Estimates We find that this is cvi
dently not the intention of the Government
It appears that the Government expect tc
save that sum which it is intended should be
subscribed by way of taxation under this Bill
The sieend recommendation of the Commis
sion is on the lines of the trust, and I must
say I am not altogether ina sympathy witt
the trust as proposed ina the Bill. I do not
like the representation of the trust as ii
affects the country districts. A. central trust
will more or less have its attention concen.
trated upon the large centres in which it op.
erates, and I fear that the Allocation of
funds may not be in the best interests of the
lesser hospitals. If we are to have a trust,
I Would prefer two trusts--ono to care par-
ticularly for the outside districts and one
general trust to look after the metropolitan
area.- By these means we might hope to have
representation on the trust which will be true
representaition instead of that which is sug-
gested. When ire think that the trust is to
contain three members representing the local
authorities of the State, we must realise how
difficult it will be to get adequate representa-
tion from the wide areas over which that
choice will be spread. There will be very
great difficulty indeed confronting the trust
in allocating the funds, and this is one of
the most important phases. The question of
funds is the mainspring lying at the back of
this legislation, and when I consider the posi-
tion of the hospital in my district, I realise
how great will be the responsibility thrown
upon any trust to undertake the division
of the funds. The next question is that of
district boards Which are to replace the pres-
ent hospital committees. The hospitals have
experienced very great difficulty in securing
adequate committees to control them, and f
do not know that the suggested boards are

l ikely to meet with more success. I do not
like the aspect referred to by the Leader of
the Opposition that the election of certain
members of the board wvill rest with snb-
scribers, more particularly when one remem-
bers that axayone voluntarily subscribing a
sum of over El will have that amrount cred-
ited to the tax proposed to be debited to him
under the Bill. If it is to be a privilege of
subscribers who pay subscriptions in addition
to taxation to have the power of voting for
the boards, there should be no exemption in
respect of the amount given by way of sub-
scriptions. I had hoped that with the adop-
tion of a Bill, after the mature consideration
it had received at the hands of the select comn-
mittee and Royal Commission, the question
of subscriptions would have been eliminated
but, in spite of all the recommendations of
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the Royal Commission and the after-consul-
tation of the Minister with his responsible
officers, they have not been able to arrive
at a position when they can dispense with
additional subscriptions. I pointed out pre-
viously that evidently the Commission, after
mature consideration, had concluded that it
would be necessary to have subscriptions.
The question that arises is whether after
people have been taxed for this spcfcpur-
pose, it will not be a very difficult matter to
induce them to give further subscriptions.
When we remember how difficult it is to get
additions to hospitals to-day, the difficulty of
getting subscriptions will be increased by the
measure before us. At the Busselton hospital
strenuous efforts have been made to get a
maternity ward, but the conditions imposed
by the department have been such as to pre-
clude the erection of that ward. I do not
see much ground for hoping for a solution
of these difficulties under this measure. One
phase of the Bill which appeals to me is that
there is no priv-ilege attaching to the tax.
The Bill gives no right to attendance in hos-
pital or anything of that kind. It does not
permit of the admission to a hospital of any-
otte except indigents.

Mr. Underwood: There is some doubt about
the indigent, too.

Mr. PICKERING: There may be very
great difficulty in' arriving at a definition of
''indigent.'' If one turns to the evidence
of Dr. Stewart Mackenzie he will find some
interesting matter:-

You fear that if everybody had to pay,
all would, be entitled to hospital treatment,
and so the honorary staff would no longer
aet?-That is so

But the purport of the Bill is eidfply to

impose only sufficient taxation to provide
for the maintenance of indigent patients.
Would the honorary staff still carry on if
that were donet-We require a definition of
''indigent.'' Not all the patients in this
hospital are indigent. A lumper on 159.
a day, with his wife and one kiddie, is often
better able to pay than is a man on £40
ayear with a wife and three or four kid-
des. Medicine hospitals and the public

health must be nationalised.
Suppose we levied only the smller im-

posts to provide hospital accommodation
for the indigent, a superstructure could
easily he built upon thati-Ves, it would
give a foundation rock on which we could
elaborate our nationalised medical services.

Whatever Dill we pass must be the founda-
dion for a nationalised medical service. That
seems to be in the atmosphere.

Mr. Davies: You mean nationalised hospi-
talsi

Mr. PICKERING: Yes; a ntionalised
hospital service. It does not seem to be a
matter of experiment. It is one which has
evidently proved to be satisfactory. If this
be so, whatever measure we pass in this
House should be framed more or less from
the standpoint of adopting such a super-
structure. The intermediate hospital presents

a very difficult proposition. I take into con-
sideration the position in the Dusselton hos-
pita! where anyone who is not indigent is
precluded from availing himself of the ad-
vantages of the hospital. It is useless to say
that we can make an intermediate ward in a
hospital where the accommodation is already
overtaxed. What would be the position if we
said we would not allow others than indigent
into the hospital until we arrived at the stage
when we could have intermediate hospitals?
It is a serious matter which will need very
careful consideration in Committee. We have
not the space at Busselton for an inter-
mediate ward and, as I pointed out earlier,
although it is most urgent that we should
have additional accommodation in the way of
a maternity ward, so far we have been unable
to do anything in that direction, and what
immediate prospect is there of being able to
secure an intermediate ward?

Mr. Davies: Only by the exclusion of the
indigent.

Mr. PICKERING: That is not the idea of
members. We are actuated by a desire to
frame a Bill to provide for the indigent
primarily and principally.

The Colonial Secretary: They have a first
claim.

Mr. PICKERING: But they should not
preclude the use of the hospitals by those in
a position to afford the medical fees charged.

Mr. Underwood: Who do you Think would
get in first?

Mr. PICKERING: That is the trouble. All
these interjections go to illustrate how very
difficult the problem is.

Mr. Underwood: The Government have not
solved it.

Mr. PICKERING: I think we are a long
way from solving it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Well, give
us some suggestion.

-Mr. PICKERING: I shall be very pleased
to hear the Minister for Agriculture throw
some light on the question.

Mr. Underwood: Or the Colonial Sece-
tary.

Mr. PICKERING ± Yes, or any other Min-
ister. After my efforts to throw some light
on a difficult problem, I consider it rather
an impertinence on the part of the Minister
for Agriculture to interject in-that strain.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order.

IMr. PICKERING: I will withdraw the
remark. There is a clause in the Bill which
seems to throw a certain responsibility on the
employers of aborigines. It is as follows:-

The cost of the relief granted to an
aboriginal shall, without excluding the lia-
bility of the person relieved, constitute a-
debt due by the employer of the aboriginal,
and may be recovered by action in any
court of competent jurisdiction.

This seems to aim directly at the employment
of aborigines by persons in this State.

Mr. Underwood: That should be in the
Aborigines Act; not here.
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Mr. PICKER ING: It has nothing to do
with this Bill. So much has been said about
obviating the necessity for collecting subscrip-
tions that it is rather amusing to read some
of the matter contained in the measure. We
find such sentences as-

Solicit and receive donations and sulb-
scriptions, and expend the same on the wel-
fare of the patients and staff.

Solicit and receive donations and sub-
scriptions for any special object connected
with the hospital, and expend such sums
accordingly.
'Mr. Underwood: We thought that was all

to be done away with.
Mr. PICKERING: When the Bill was

handed over to the Royal Commission this
House thought a measure would be framed to
relieve hospitals of that particular obligation.
We are now imposing taxation which, on the
face of it, seems inadequate. In connection
with the flat rate, the point made by the
"West Australian"' in this morning's issue
was a pertinent one. It said that the
majority of those who paid would not take
advantage of the hospitals, and would not
be permitted to do so. Therefore, they were
paying without any hope of any benefit aris-
ing theref rom, No other form of taxation
has so far been suggested except an increase
in income tax or perhaps land tax.

Mr. Underw-ood: Another suggestion is
that there should be economy in the depart-
ments.

-Mr. PICKERING: That is a necessary
phase.

Hio. P. Collier: The econmy Policy Of
your party would meet the position.

Mr. PICKERING: Economy of odminis-
tration. We are consistent in advocating that
at every turn.

lHon. P. Collier: I thought you had for-.
gotten that plank.

Mr. Unrderwood: Our party never forgets
anything.

Mr. PICKERING: I have endeavoured to
solve this problem, and tried to arrive at
some equitable basis for the collection of the
tax.

lioui. P. Collier: The only equitable basis
is that w'here the other fellow pays.

Mr. ICKCERING: When I read the re-
mnrks of a prominent New South Wales
labour leader, wlho held that the taz
be 63d. in the 21, it seemed to me that the
Proposal for one penny in the £1 was inade-
quate. The payment of 2d. or 4d. a week
is a very small amount, especially if it is
paid weekily. I do not think the general corn-
niunity will objcct to paying this tax, when
they realise that it is for hospita services,
whit-h ale so esential to this State. They witl
not reziard it as any hardship to contribute
to such a service for the general good. I do
not as a rule approve of the principle of taxa-
tion for specific purposes. It is strage that
oat of our population of over 30n,000 there
should be only 38,0(00 taxpayers. This sug-

gests that many people are evading their re-
sponsibilities.

lion. P. Collier: And according to the
judges in this Chamber that number includes
all those wrho are in a position to pay the tax.

Mr. Underwood: If you are missin g any-
one, alter the machinery.

Mr. P'ICKERING: There muist be many
who are escaping taxation, It is not fair that
the whole of this additional taxation should
be thrust upon those who are already paying
taxes. If it is beyond the power of the Gov-
ernmient to evolve some other form of income
and land tax the only alternative is to accept
the method that is submitted to us in order
to meet the requirements of our hospitals.
When the Bill was introduced lost session it
provided that the taxation should be collected
by another means. It was a local taxation
and the funds were to be administered locally.
That was the one thing in f avour of that parti-
cular Bill.* I do not like a centralised fund
without sufficient representation to ensure
equitable distribution. When the Bill is in
(Commuittee, if it reaches that stage, I hope
to mouve an amendment which mar overcome
the difficulty. I fear that the trust will have
its interests centred more in the big centres
of the State, wvhich should be best able to sup-
port their own hospitals. Whilst I was im-
pressed by the remarks made by the Chair-
juan of the Royal Commission, I cannot see
that many of the recommendations of that
(onuinission have been overlooked in this Bill.
There is not much in the Bill that is not on
the lines recommended by the Commission. It
is necessary to amend our hospitals legisla-
tion. We must make provision for adequate
funds for the upkeep of our hospitals. With
regard to the Busselton hospital, we have to
supplicate the Colonial Secretary for money
to enable us to provide the necessary linen
and bedding for additional patients thrust
upon us by the immigration policy of the
P'remiier.

The Colonial Secretary: No\t thrust; con-
ferred upon you.

Mfr. PICKERING: Perhaps I used the
wvrong word. Considerable responsibilities are
thrust upon us which we are not able to meet.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is a sign
of progress.

Irr. PICK(ERTNG: We have, therefore, to
beg the Colonial Secretary for additional
money. Tt should not be a matter of suppli-
cationi. 'We must have hospitals in the coun-
try.

Air. Underwood: Wily not ask for a High
School?

Air. PICKERING: I am greatly concerned
about adequate provis-ion being miade for the
proper attention of the sick. I trust we shall
be able to place all those hospitals, whtich are
to-day in distressing circumstances, on such
a footing that they can conduct tbeir husi-
nevs in the best interests of the community,
and those in their care.

On motion by Mr. Mlany, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL-PENSIONERS (RATES EX-
EMPTION .)

RH-turned from the Council with an amend-
meat.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922-23.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th November; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Dejartment of Public Works (Hon. W. J.
George, Minister.)

Vote-Public Works and Buildings,
£.72,808.

The MIYISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. (ieorge-M1urruy-Welliuigton) [7.58]: Tho
Estimates of the Public Works Department
are very modest, and I am sure this phase of
their character wvill commend itself to lion.
members. It is almost unnecessary to men-
tion the varrious utilities carried out by the
Department. We are now engaged in dredg-
ing the Bunibury harbour, a work that is
necessary to provide for the accommodation
of the numerous ships that visit that
port. At Albany we are also dredging,
and are being assisted by a big dredge
we have been able to hire from the
Commonwealth Government. The work
-will, when completed, enable vessels of the
White Star Line class to come into the har-
hour, take their loading and leave in perfect
safety and security. The Fremantle Harbour
Works are being continued, on the plan laid
down sonmc years ago and approved by Par-
lianment. We are still taking away the stone
that has been blasted and broken up.
With regard to roads and bridges, no
doubt those members whose wants have
been satisfied are now content. If the
funds available to the Treasurer per-
mitted, nothing would give the Do-
pnirtineut or me greater pleasure than to
put up bridges wherever they are needed.
During the six years I have been Minister
for Works, I do not think a request for a
bridge or other public utility that I consid-
ered reasonable has been refused when the
money was available. Here is a point for
the consideration of hon. members: when the
Government build a bridge or other work of
public utility, I consider it is the duty of the
people in the district to care for the main-
tenanee. If the State stands the capital ex-
penditure, it is not unreasonable to expect
those benefiting thereby to do their part, es-
pecially when the country is experiencing
considerable trouble in the matter of finance.
There has been and there is, in my opinion,
too much of local bodies thinking that every-
thing should be done by the Government;
and I am perfectly satisfied that the local
people should take upon themselves some of
this work. During the last year we have had
a road boards' conference, which, like all
conferences of the kind I have seen, was not
only- interesting and instructive, but also
pro~ductive of considerable good. Confer-
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enees to which the people comec without fee
or reward, taking upon themselves their share
of the burden of local government, should be
encouraged by every means. Representatives
meet, and discover that they hare difficulties
in common, difficulties which some of them
have overcome while others have not been so
fortunate; and therefore such gatherings can-
not fail to be most helpful. The Traffic Act
comes tinder thle control of the Public Works
Department, and I believe it is giving gen-
eral satisfaction throughout the State. The
only people I know of who are not satisfied
with it are people who perhaps have not re-
ceived so large a proportion of the fees col-
lected as they think their deserts entitle them
to expect. As hon. members know, the dis-
tributioin of traffic fees in the metropolitan
.area is at the discretion of the Minister for
Works. Old members will recollect that the
matter was so arranged by the desire of a
formner Assembly.

Mr. Moa: It does not give too much
satisfaction in the city of Perth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
city of Perth can never have any satisfac-
tion, not even with the bon. member repre-
senting the city. That hon. member, as he
gets a little more experienced in Parliament-
nry, life, will find that he can spend the last
drop of his blood and the last effort of his
massive frame without satisfying some of his
constituents, who wvill continue to growl. I
regret to say that in my opinion the city of
Perth does not carry out the agreemnent ms to
doing certain work in return for the traffic
fees. With regard to railways, we have at
last got on with the construction of some
lines long authorised. Bon. members will
know that the cost of rails has for years been
prohibitive. We have been quoted £22 per
toil, and it is only within the last few months
that we have been able to get an order for
rails placed at a price which cannot he con-
sidered too burdensome on the State. Out of
100 miles we have ordered from Britain, we
have received about 500 tons, equal to eight
miles; and another 14 or 15 miles are due at
the port of Fremantle in a few days. The
Nyahling-Pingrup railway is one that has suf-
fered any number of disappointments, and
therefore it gives me great pleasure to say
that there is an opportunity of going on with
the line, in: respect of which matter I received
a deputation at Woodanilling some months
ago, a deputation including men who had
ridden 50 and 60 miles to see if there was a
ray of sunshine with regard to their promised
railway. Fourteen miles of rails have been
sent to the scene of operations, and I hope
the people concerned will soon see the realisa-
tion of their hopes. With regard to the Bus-
solton-Margaret River railway, the hon. mem-
ber chiefly interested knows that the bridges
are being built, that a proportion of the
earthworks has been constructed, and that
the sleepers are being delivered along
the line. The rails are expected in Janiuary,
ondl that as soon as they arrive platellaying
wtill commence. With regard to the fleacub-
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bin extension, which the House was good
enough to authorise recently, work is going
on very comfortably. There are only eight
miles to be done, and we shall not be
long before we finish the extension. In
this connection, representations were made
by the member for Toodyay a few weeks
ago as to the freight rates charged. The
hon. member put it that as the line had
been completed for about 24 miles, and the
Public Works Department were holding that
length of line for their own convenience, with
a view to finishing the remaining eight miles,
it would be only a fair thing if through rates
were charged for the entire distance, instead
of one rate being charged by the Public
Works Department and then another by the
Railway Department. Arrangements have
now been made by the Government so that
the people despatching wheiat over the line
will be charged one through rate from the
point of loading to the point of destination.
I think I am not too sanguine in saying that
30 miles of the Esperance line will be laid
by the first week in March. The Esperanee
line has experienced endless vicissitudes and
difficulties, and various Governments have
been pilloried in that Connection. I hope the
people of Esperanee will speedily be con-
vinced that the Government are quite honest
and sincere in regard to what they have pro-
mised. I may make a slight reference to tbe
Narregin-Dwnrda railway, since there has
been a great deall of controversy regarding
that line. Every means hadi been taken to
avoid loss of time and money in connection
with the construction of that line. Sleepers
were to he delivered at Dwarda, and it had
been aranged that the rails would he de-
spatched so as to save freight all the way
round from Spencer's Brook. However, ow-
ing to deputations which waited on the Pre-
mier, and owing to a motion tabled in this
House by the member for Piagelly, there
was no other course open to the Government
but to suspend the work of construction. To
build the line while there was a hostile motion
pending in this House, a motion as to the
outcome of which no forecast was possible,
would have been against all economic princi-
ples and Parliamentary ettquette. Although
it has been the fate of the Government in
general and myself in particular to be fairly
well abused by the member for the district
and others interested, I maintain that the
only course to be taken was that which the
Government tookt. With regard to the pur-
chase of rails generally, I may mention that
by waiting, instead of ordering rails a year
or two ago, the State bas saved close on
£100,000, which amount would have been
loaded on to these railway' s for all time and
would have made it more difficult for those
controlling the working railways to make both
ends meet. If hon. members will refer to the
Estimates, they will find there has been an
increase in the total of salaries. That in-
crease is due to advances which were granted
to the officers by the Appeal Board. In the
circumstances the only course for the Govern-

meat was to pay those increases. The item of
rents has increased a little, mainly owing to
quarters being required for teachers is the
Education Department, and in some instances
for additional schools. Another item on the
Estimates which hon members may note, re-
fers to the Perth Causeway. In my opinion,
the time is rapidly approaching when the
Rouse will have to consider that matter very
seriously. To-day the structure is not in as
good condition as the engineers would like,
or as I would like, to see. The structure has
done very useful work during the years of
its existence, but with the enormous increase
of traffic into and out of Perth, and especi-
ally with the tramway upion it, the Causeway
is inadequate to meet the demands. The Gov-
erment, and eventually Parliament, will
have to consider seriously how a thorough.
fare of main importance to the city
should be dealt with-whether it should
continue to be looked after, as it has
been since its inception, by the Govern-
ment, or whether it should be considered
as one of those things which fall within
the scope of duties of the municipality of
which the Causeway forms a part. Years
ago, when Perth was confined entirely Io this
side of the dyver, there was, no doubt, great
reason for considering that the Causeway was
too big an item to be at the expense of the
city itself. But now Perth has spread on
both sides of the river and we have the
Greater Perth Scheme, I consider it is a mat-
ter for Parliament to decide whether or not
the responsibility for the Causeway should
now rest upon the city itself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not see the momo-
her for Perth here to look after it.

Mr. Davies: He is not far away.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I regret

that the financial conditions of the State have
not been such as to allow the Treasurer to
provide the money which the Public Works
Department require, and which I know they
need, for the purpose of maintaining public
buildings throughout the State. We have a
large sum of money laid out in schools and
buildings of all sorts, and maintenance, which
in this climate is a serious question, has not
been as closely attended to as it ought to have
been. Unless painting and necessary renova-
tions are kept up, it is only a question of
time when serious conditions set in; then
when eventually the work has to be done, the
amount required is far in excess of what
would have been needed had the mintenance
been attended to in~tbe ordinary course. I
know of buildings erected over 25 years aga
which have never had a paint brush oa them,
whilst others requiring proper attention have
been merely patched up. We cannot-grumble,
at this sort of thing having occurred during
the last seven or eight years, because while
the war was on all energy and money had to
be conserved for the one purpose; but now
that we have peace, as against war, it is
time we endeavoured to catch up with the
belated repairs. It hurts me to see a fine
building going to ruin for want of attention-
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However, the financial position has dictated
that only a very small amount should be spent
upon such work. There are the Estimates. I
commend them to hon. members.

Capt. Carter: C'an you tell us how the
Herdsman's Lake project is going ont

TheMINISTER FOR WORKS: That does
not eome into these Estimates. The hon.
member will have an opportunity later.

lloi,. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.181: Thle mioney provided for
work., in these Estimates is £.20,000 less than
it was last year, while that provided for build-
ings is £10,000 less, waking a total reduetion
of £30,000. Apparently the Works Depart-
blent is not going to be very active on works
from revenue during the current financial
year, but wvill confine its attention principally
to loan works. It might be argued that to
some extent at least this has been brought
about by thle creation of tile North-West De-
-;a,-tment. But I notice that the only sunm
provided for the North-West is £12,088, leav-
ing a balane of £18,000 as a reduction on
the Pubhlic Works Estimates. It is a great
mistake to take works away from expert offi-
cers alnd put thet uinder the control Of men
whto are nlot expert. That has been done
through thne (livielon of the departments,
merely to please, as a child with a toy, some
of the North-West people. The Minister
ought to find out whether this transferred
"ork is now being carried out as economically
as it wras before. The Engineer for the North-
West, '.r. Tindule, bad a thorough knowledge
of all works in progress tip North and knew
what was wanted. Now tilis responsibility
has passed front him to another department
in which there is 110 expert knowledge what-
ev-er. It i% a great mistake to hand technical
won-ks to inexperienced men.

Mr. Teesdale: Taken from men who have
been years acquiring knowledge and experi-
ence.

Hon. WN. C. ANCGWlN: I notice also that
tile grant for roads and bridges has been
reduced by £2,000. [t is not altogether a
r-eduction, because it has been added to the
North-West Department. Having regard to
the siystemt which has been in vogue, in all
probability this amloun~t will have to be in-
creased. It appears to be the intention of
the department to iinduce muncipalities to be-
come9 road boards, If a district uinder a
rowl hoard is entitled to a grant, surely it
should be entitled to a grant when under a
municipality. The Parliament that passed
the Roads Act had no intention whatever of
converting municipalities into road boards.
I myvself have seriously thought of advising
tile local authorities in my electorate to form
theinxelves into a road board and so get
a claim on this rote for assistance. While
the~y remain municipalities they have no claim.

Mr. A. Thomson: Road boards bare a very
much larger area to 'administer than have
municipalities.

Hon. W!. C. ALNGWIN: To some extent,
yes, but the areas of South Perth and of
Onildford, are not very large.

Mr. Davies: Guildford is not a road board.
Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I saw in the paper

that the Guildford municipality had been con-
verted into a road board and that, too, with-
out a referendum of the people. At all events,
we know that South Perth has become a road
board. This sort of thing has a tendency
to build up the cecntral office because, in re-
spect of road boards the department has a
power which it has not uinder the Municipal
Corporations Act; therefore the more road
b)oards the more can the department central-
ise thlings.

The Minister for Works: It is not done for
that purpose.

Hon. W. CI. ANOWIN: No. It is to get
increased value fronk the Government. It was
stated in a newspaper that the Minister him-
self pointed out to some mnunicipality that they
would get a grant if they tbe~aone a road
board. The department has not been able
to make much headway during the past few
years. All that was spent last year, including
Loan and Revenue, was £784,000. The de-
partment has had neither money nor oppor-
tunity to make necessary development. The
time has arrived when the State Implement
Works should be taken from the Works Do-
partmntt-T do not say away from the Minis-
ter.

The Mfinister for Works: I hope it will be.
Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I mean from the

control of the officers of the Works Depart-
went.

Capt. Carter: From all Government control.
Hon. W. C. ANG'WIN: No, I am not in

favour of that, nor would the hon. member
be if lie knew the position. It is time the
State Tmplement Works controlled not only
the manufacture, but also the sale of its pro-
ducts. The accounts should be kept at the
works.

Tile 'Minister for Works: Could you not bet-
ter discuss that on the Trading Concerns
Estinmntest

Hotn. W. C. ANOWIN: No. I am going to
discuss it on the officer concerned, when we
reach that item. Some y~ars ago I, as Minis-
ter, called a conference at the Public Works
Department of the accountant, the Under
Secretary, the Under Treasurer, and the
works manager. That conference decided that
the best place for conducting the business of
the State Implement Works was at the works.
Consequently I ordered the expenditure of
£300 or £400 on the provision of office accom-
modation down there. That work was only
just finished when, unfortunately for the
State, the Labour Goverunment went out of
office. Immediately, the very officers who bad
recommended me to that course recommended
mY successor to the opposite course.

The Mfinister for Works: You must have
had a great influence over them.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN\: No,' I had not.
They held a conference among themselves-
four high officers of the Government-and
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they advised me one way; and the moment
I left office they changed round and advised
my successor to do the very opposite thing.
If I were of a auspicious nature, I would
say it was done for political purposes.

The Mtinister for Works: Do not say that.

Hall. W. C. ANOWVIN: I sometimes think
it was. The building was put up on the
advice of those four officers, and they changed
around with the change of Government.

The Minister for Works: I think I had
more to do with it than, had the officers.

Hll. W. C. ANOWIN: I do not think so.
The Minister had not time in which to get a
grasp of the position. If he had been aware
of the position he would not have agreed to
tile chaiige, at all events without good reasons
being given for it. As I say, there is a big
reduction in the Public Works expenditure,
and there will not be much doing in the de-
partient this year.

Mr, O'ILOfHLEN (Forrest) [8.80] The
mnemier for Norrth-East Fremantle (Bon. V
C. Angwin) just now referred to thle exper
officers of the del nrtment and deploredth
existing tendt'ney to take work out of their
hands and put it in the hands of less corn-
poctent people. Reference has also been made
to the Implement Works, but leakages are oc-
curring not only in the Works Department
but in most of the departments, though it is
more pronounced in the Works Department,
which is the biggest of the spending depart-
ments. The Minister, with his manny duties, is
not able to keep a chlleck on the expenditulre
and cannot always scrutinise closely the re-
conmmendations which are put up by his ex-
ert ofieers. I know the Minister is an en-

gineer and thinks he is competent to look
into every proposal. it is not possible for
him, however capable he maly be, to ade-
quately check every proposal submitted to
him. A couple of matters occur to me just
now and I believe they could be multiplied
twentyfold. The policy of sending officers
into the country to effect repairs is wrong and
expensive. A request camne from Creenbushes
for attention to a school adjacent to that
town which w'as in danger of being demol-
ished by white ants, and there was also a
complaint about a glass having been broben
in the window of a school three miles fur-
ther away. A carpenter in thait town would
have done the whole job for about 30s. Yet
we have anl officer of the Public Works De-
Ilartnicnt going down there-anid probably he
was the srcoiid one to go down-to report and
prepare anl estimate of the cost. In regard
to this 1 articular instance thle officer in ques-
tion was on the sme train as a party of
nmembers of Parliament-I was amongst the
nunmber-and I have no doubt that the cost
of his goingz down there would be from £6
15s. to £7 Il0s. If that kind of thing is hap-
pering in regard to repairs to schools and
jubliv lbuildinus in every part of the State, it
iq PasYv to coneeive vh-V we have a1 deficit.

Yr. Davies: That will I e altered under the
low ltdvcation Act,

Mr. O'LOGUILEN: If we arc going to
stick religiously to the opinions of experts.
and head, of departments, it wvill of course
always he necessary to scud officers out in this
manner. The Minister requires to be firnm if
lie wishes to alter th is policy, because we
know that the tendencyv is for thle ]lead of a

d~ partment to surrounid himself with a big
staff, so as to increase the importance of his
office and, at the snome time, secure an increase
in salary. It is bad enough to have Parlia-
nientarians referred to as ''deadheads,''
without having officers of the department
going around the country piling up expenses
in order merely to put up an estimate or to
make recommuendations which sometimes are
not even taken n~otice of. Another matter
which canmc under notice the other day 'vas
the extravagance in connection with the send-
ig of two boxes of tomatoes to Cave House

at Yalliagup, and on which two cases 8s. 6di
freight had to be paid.

The 2hinister for Works: I do not grow
tomatoes.

MrI. 0 'LOOHLEN: No, but it is proper
to draw attention to the methods of depart-
ments and that of the Minister for Works is
amongst then,.

The Minister for Works: But I do not grow
tomatoes.

Mr. 0 'LOQHLEN: Possibly the Minister
would sllow results if hie did. The fact re-
mains that these two boxes of tomatoes wVere,
sentl to the Yallingupl Cave House and 8s. 15d.
freight was paid on them. If there is any
I lace on God s earth where tomatoes canl be
grown, surely it is Yallingupl.

Mr. Corboy: The purchase of 6d. worth of
seedl would have given them all the tomatoes
they wanted.

Mr. O'LOORLEN,: It is time something
was done to stop the extravagance and wanste
wic hris going onl daily, and if there were
viiln officrs appointed, this could be done.
Anjother matter which may be quoted is in
(connection with the Agricultural Water Sup-
ply Department. A damn was constructed at
Mianievale ninny years ago, aid it proved t,
he a failure because it was not built in hold-
ing ground. Later oil the department built
another flani half a mile away. That was a
good one but it was not su fficient for re-
quirements. Then it was proposed to con-
struct another dani close to it which could b-
put down at a cost of £450 and the residents
of the district app~roached the Minister and
asked him to have this new dam built in that
holding ground. An engineer, however, was.
sent up to report on the propocal and he die-
c-lared that as so much money had beon
wasted on the first dlain, it would -be as well to,
waste more on it by lining it with concrete at
a cost of £:875.

The 'Minister for Works: It has not beon
done yet.

Mr. 0 I.OOHLEN: Bhut the Minister ha?
giv.en a favourable reply.

The Minister for Works: I did not.
Mr. 0 tCOifLEN: Of1 course we know it

is pretty diffi-uilt for the Minister to tira
dorn tht rceommeatlation of one of his ex-
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pats. He is not on the spot; he looks at the
file and the natural corollary is that his ap-
provaL follows. Instead of the engineers be-
ing allowed to try to cover upl the mistakes
that are made, it would be better to cut the
first loss and thus conserve the funds of the
State. I suppose the Minister will tell us
that his department is well conducted and
that he cannot detect any leakages. That
may he so because he has too much work to do.
All the sanme, all day and every day expen-
diture which can be cut out is mounting up,
because thre system of departmental control
%hich exists now permits officers to be con-
tinually travelling about the country. They
sem pleased to be able to go out of town.
They hop away to Busseltonk one clay, come
back again and go to York at the end of the
wveek, and a few days later discover they
are wanted once more at Busselton or at
Cal el. The State cow is a wonderful old
beast to be able to stand it all.

Mr. WfLLCOCX (Geraldton) [8.38]:
With reference to the grant made by the
Federal Government to relieve unproy-te
went in the various States, I thought, and
probably every member thought, that the
money wvould come within the purview of the
Minister for Works. When the announce-
ment was made in the Press that mounicipali-
ties and rood board districts were to partici-
pate in the distribution of this money, loonl
bodies in the district I represent asked me to
see that they got their fair share. I asked
the Minister for Works a question as to the
conditions governing the expenditure of this
money, and received a reply that the matter
was under consideration. On the 12th Sep-
temnber I asked another question, and was in-formed that the matter was still under con-
sideration. Again, on the 26th October, I
endeavoured to find out what was being done,
and the 'Minister replied that the [)apers
would be laid on the Table of the House, and
that I would then be able to get all the
information I wanted. Up to date, however,
the papers have not been laid on the Table of
the House, and I have not been able to get
any infonnantion.

The Mfinister for Works: I can assure you
I gave instructions for the papers to be laid
on the Table of the House. I will find out
why they have not been sent up.

Mir. WILLCOCK: I am still in the lark
about the whole business. I read in the Press
that a eertain sum from this grant h'ad been
given to the Northampton Road Board, and]
that an amrount had also been given to
Pithara and MHingenew, as well as to other
parts of the State, and when I approach the
.Minister for Works he knows nothing at all
about it. He informs me that I should have
approached the Premier, who, with Mr.
MeLarty, had the matter of tho distribution
of the money in hand. But it was no rise
being told after the money had he'n expenkded,
that I should have gone to the Premier
in order to secure a portion of the grant for
my district. This in a deliberate affront to

the northern disatriets, beeause application
was made in ample time for assistance for
the unemployed soldiers who are there. The
Federal department did gather together the
unemployed returned soldiers ink 'leraldton,
and put them on the work of laying the
telephone wires underground, but when that
job 'was completed the mn wvere again
stranded. All this time there were unem-
ployed in Perth, and deputations were told
by the Premier that it was no use men coming
into town from the country, because they
would receive no consideration. They were
told to stay where they were, and when
application was made for a portion of the
£165,000 Federal grant, nothing was given.

Mr. Teesdale: Not a shilling went up
north.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We were hoodwinked;
I cannot -use any other word. Now I under-
stand that practically the whole of that grant
has been expended in the South-West on.
developmental projects, the expenditure in
connection with which should have come out
of Loan Funds. I would like some information
about this matter.

(rant, CARTER (Leederville) [8.43]: 1
thought that the Minister, in discussing the
general administration of his department,
would have referred to that very important
subject, Herdsmanm's Lake drainage.

The Minister for Works: The salaries for
the men engaged on that work arc not pro-
vided on these Estimates.

(Capt. CARTER: It is unnecessary for me
to impress upon the 'Minister the fact that
the eyes of the State are on this work, and
that the stupendous cost of it is causing the
gravest concern, not only to soldiers, but those
who are to be settled there, and to the people
generally. I hope the Minister will give us
some idea as to how the work is progressing,
and when it is likely to be finished, as well ask
disclose when the soldiers are likely to be able
to have access to it.

The Minister for Works: I have not the
informuation with me now. It is not dealt
with on these Estimates, and so I did not
bring it along. I will, however, supply it
later on.

Capt. CARTER: T had also intended to,
sneak on the matter referred to by the mem-
her for Oeraldton regrdking~ the retusrned so]-
diers ' grant for road construction and so,
forth. T l'ave already mentioned the sub-
leet to the 'Minister in his office and also in
this Chamber. I agree with the member for
Geraldton that this special grant should have
been devoted, as nearly as possible, to the
smaller works wvhich would have meant so,
mueh to the soldiers and other farmers who,
are developing the State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The amount was so
smrall that it w-ould not bave made muck:
difference.

Capt. CARTER: I am aware that the
amnount was small hut it was such that it
should not have been swallowved up in big
jobs. If £100 had been distributed hern and
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£100 there to the road boards in the small
outlying districts, it would have meant much
to them. Osborne Park is referred to as
being part of the city, but it is irot. We
have the country at our back door as it were,
and the settlers there arc in much the same
position as those who are 100 miles from
Geraldton. As returned soldiers these men
have as great a claim on the department as
men who are settling in the South-West. I
hope the Minister will remember what I have
said to him, for he well know-s that the men
who are asking for this consideration have
been battling along under adverse circuin-
stances, often with no roads at all. In many
cases, they have to plough through the sand
to get to their swamp land. With the mem-
ber for Geraldton, I hope assistance will be
given to these people who are in dire need
of it. I accept the Minister's assurance that
the drainage work in connection with Herds-
man's lake will be discussed at a later stage.

The Minister for Works: Of course it
will be discussed. There is nothing to ho
bidden.

Capt. CARTER: 1 accept that assurance.
I merely mention it because I am determined
that the matter shall be discussed and T wish
to make my position clear.

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-[vanhoe) [8.471:
1 would like to have somne information re-
garding the allocation of the Federal grant
of £16,000 for road nmaking. The Kalgoor-
lie Road Board made a special request for
portion of that grant at the time when the
unemployment trouble was in evidence there.
It was left out of the allocation, however.
The road board is an important body and
the work was required to meet the crying
needs of the time. I would like the Minis-
ter to inform the Committee as to the dis-
tribution of the £16,000 and in what par-
ticular constituencies the allocations were
made. I would also like some particulars
regarding the darn to be constructed at Ives'
Find. Summer is comning on and I hope
the same state of affairs that existed
some time ago when the water shortage was
so pressing, will not occur this yenr.

The Minister for 'Works: We are calling
tenders for the d]am at Ives.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) [8.491- 1
agree with the remarks of previous speakers
regarding the allocation of the Federal grant,"
and the necessity for doing more than in the
past in the interests of the agricultural areas,
particularly in the direction of providing
roads. I know the Minister is short of funds
and is willing to do what lie can. The tone
of the Committee, however, seems to be in
favour of increasing rather than reducing
expenditure. Previously we talked about
economising, but now members seem inclined
to demand increases. The provision of ade-
quate water supplies and good roads is essen-
tial. The Minister for Agriculture has been
asking people to produce more and more, and
it is necessary that adequate water supplies

and good roads should be provided to enable
them to bring about that increased produc-
tion. If they have to cart their water from
the railway to their holdings, it takes up time
that should be devoted to the farms. It is
particularly important that good roads should
he provided leading to the railways because
good roads are as essential as the railways
themselves. If people have not good roads, it
takes twice as long to cart produce to the
railways. Something should be done to ima-
prove the roads I have referred to and more
particularly the one to Rendering Siding. I
brought this matter under the notice of the
Minister somo time ago, but I hnve not beard
anything more about it. T trust the Minis-
ter, should funds be available, will attend to
these matters and give the farmers in the
variouhs agricultural districts adequate water
si'ppliv,; and road far1Lil ities9 to get their pro-
(ln(-e to mnarket.

Air. J. ' . MM I'l (Nelson) [8.511: T
wish to say something regarding Toads and
lbridges. I have approached the Minister
for Works on several occasions and T have
[ecu recived with courtesy. I regret to
say' , however, that his courtesy has not ex-
teaded into the i-calin of prn'-ticall assistance.
It is very important that roads and bridges
should he provided in the South-West, but
when applications are nmade to the Minister
for assistance, he continually puts off mem-
bers by saying that be has no money and that
hie cannot get the necessary funds from the
Treasury. iie always assuires members that
if he could get the money fronm the Treasury
lie would do what he wvas requested.

The Minister for Works: That was straight-
forward, was it not?

Mr. .7. H. SMITH: Straightforward, but
still a quibble. It is always a quibble between
the MNinister for Works and the Treasurer.
The Minister complains that he has not the
money to spend, but if he does not make pro-
visioni for the farmers to get their produce to
nmarket by the construction of roads and
bridgoes, he will never get the money neces-
sqrv nor will our railways ever pay. T went
over the head of the Minister recently and
interviewed the Premier. T told him that
the Minister for Works "-as conmplaining that
he could not get any money for necessary
works in the South-West. The Premier said,
"Lo at the money' we are spending in your
electorate.'" That money, however, is of no
Assistane- to people who are isolated in other
settled poitions of the district. People hare
been settled on both sides of the Blackwood
Rliver, which is a large stream, and yet for
maonths in the year they are isolated because
they' cannot get their produce to market.
When a member goes to the 'Minister for
Works and asks for a paltry £100 or £1,000
lbe informs them that he cannot secure the
money. At the same time, the Government
can squander thousands of pounds in Perth
every day.

Thie M1inister for Mines: Not at all.
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Mr. J. H.L SMITH: That money is being
squandered every day in tbe Government de-
partments and in the Public Service, where
men are not earning their money. Men are
failing over each other in the Government
departments.

The Minister for Mines: That is an ir-
responsible statement.

Mr. J. H. SMITE: It is not. It applies
to the Mines Department as well. Ministers
are continually putting men into the Public
Service and the Ministers have no control.
Ministers do not control one department. It
is the heads of departments who are in con-
trol. If Ministers want to do Borne good, they
should do away with the Public Service Com-
missioner and themselves accept the responsi-
bility of their positions. As it is at present,
Ministers are just nonentities. I want to im-
press upon the Minister for Wok-

The Minister for Agriculture: What is the
use of impressing anything on nonentities?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If every member would
do the same as I am doing, possibly the Min-
ister would do something to the Public Ser-
vice and to the Public Service Commissioner
as well.

The Minister for Mines: Why not wait s
a deputation on the Public Service?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not want to be
abusive. I desire to mention one or two mat-
ters to the Minister for Works to show how
essential it is that we should have good roads
and bridges provided in the South-West. The
Minister should approach the Treasurer and
get the money for it.

The Colonial Secretary: He should keep a
stiff upper lip.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In the rural districts
we want roads and bridges, and if we could
only have the revenue produced in our dis-
trict, we would be able to carry out our
own works without the necessity for going to
the Minister for Works and his engineers. I
believe that the local authorities could do
work at half the cost the Public Works De-
pertmnent incurs to-day. Where a bridge costs
£1,200 under the Public Works Department, I
believe the local authorities could construct it
for £500 or £600.

The Minister for Agriculture: And it would
probably be washed down the same year.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I can show members
bridges which have stood for 50 or 60 years
-and they are standing to-day-which bridges
were built without the help of the public.
works engineers.

The Minister for Works: There is no
necessity to sneer at the engineers. If they
sneered nt you, you would take it as an in-
sult.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The trouble is there
are too many engineers.

The Minister for Works: No, there are not.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: If there is a 10s. job

to be done, it cannot be carried out unless it
is inspected by an engineer. It may cost £20
for the engineer to inspect a work, where the
local authorities could do it for £5 or £6.

The Minister for Works: Many of the
road boards cannot control their own seena-

taries. See how many they have tried to put
in gal.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That does not apply
to the secretary of the local authority in my
district. In any case, the Minister's remark
is an insult to a big body of honourable men.

The Minister for Works: Some of them
are good men, but some are bad, and you
know it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If that is so, the de-
partment insists on a fidelity bond and, there
fore, the department does not lose anything
from that standpoint. It is all-important that
more money should be made available for
local authorities so that they can construct
crossings over railways br br~idges over
creeks, particularly in the wet areas, thus en-
abling people who wre producing commodities
to convey them to the markets. We have been
endeavouring to get a bridge erected at
Southampton for a long time. There are 10
or 12 settlers there and the Minister agreed
that the work should be carried out. I do sot
blame the Minister for the attitude he
adopted in the later stages and I think the
work will be carried out now. This instande,
however, shows how an erroneous statement
can make all the difference and prevent work
being carried out after it has been approved.
On the occasion of the Parliamentary visit to
Balingup, the secretary of the road board
came before the Acting Premier and
spoke to him about the bridge. The
Minister had approved of the work
being done at a cost of about £1,000.
The secretary came along without the assist-
.once of any members of the board and, be-
coming confused at the crass questioning, said
he thought the work could be done for £450.
A shorthand note was taken of his statement
and the Minister said he was not going to
grant £800 or £900 for a job which the secre-
tary said could be done for £450. I ex-
plained the matter to the Minister and ha
knows the full facts of the ease.

The Minister for Works: Why do not you
say I asked you to do the work for that
moneysI

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was impossible to
do it for the money. That statement was
made by the secretary. Everyone knew that
it was a slip of the tongue. Eight miles east
of Bridgetown two or three men have been
settled across the river, which is in flood for
five months out of the 12. These men were
settled there at a cost of £1,500, besides the
cost of implements and horses which the Re-
patriation Department had to pay for them,
and they are isolated; they have no chance
to get their produce to market. It is no won-
der that men settled on the land fail in their
efforts when the Government will not assist
them to get their produce to market. The
Repatriation Department promised to grant
£100 towards the erection of a bridge and
the settlers are prepared to provide the whole
of the timber. All we ask for is a bridge
costing £400, £500, or £600 which will with-
stand the floods. We do not want a lot of
fancy or architectural work.
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The Minister for Works: They do not build
that sort of bridge. Why talk silly?

.Mr. J. R. SMITH: We want something
suistantial. If the Minimter will grant us
£.5uh, the bridge can be built with the assist-
jinc, of the settlers.

The Minister for Works: How long since
that request w.as made?

MJr. J. It. S.%lITll: I understand the sug-
ge,.tiou was made to the Works Department
a considerable time ago by the progress as-

Tire 'Minister for Works: I shall abk you to
gct them to prove their words.

Mr.T J. If. SMIITH: They told me they had
miade the application.

The Minister for Works: You take every
bit of tittle-tattle for gospel.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: My information Came
from the progress association, and the infor-
iiiation should be reliable. If it proves to be
icrrect I shall be prepared to make the

amnendo honorable to the Minister.
The Minister for Works: Yon say they will

provide the timber and £100? I say it is
not true and you can tell them that.

M1fr. J. H. SMITH: I say distinctly it is
true. The Repatriation Department promised
£1110. I have the correspondence.

The IMinister for Works: That may be so,
j-at they have not made the application to mec.
The statement is incorrect.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is not incorrect.
The Minister for Mines: if you can prove

it you get your bridge; if not, you won't.
Mr. J. IL SMITH: That will satisfy me.

I must impress upon the Government the
necessity for assisting the people in the coun-
try.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Row ninny settlers are
there across the stream?

-Mr. J1. HI. SMITH: There are about nine
whlo cannot get their produce to market.

Mr. 0 'Loghleii: What are they growing?
Mr. J. 11. SMIITH: About 7,000 eases of

fruit ore grown in that vicinity and in addi-
tion they produce oats, pigs and cream.

The Minister for Agriculture: How wide
iq the river?

Mr. J1. HI. SMITH: About 70 yards'
The Minister for Works: What do you call

tie river.
MrI. J. 11. SMITH: The Blackwood, one of

the finest rivers in the State. It is impossible
to get around the hills, and bridges are es-
scattiol. Thi. river runs for about 200 miles
as the crow flies.

The Colonial Secretan:i Not as the crow
flies; it wriggles about.

M\r. .T. H. SMITH: I know something in
addition to rivers that wriggles about. I
irib to stress the importance of this part of
the State. It is unfair for the Premier to try
to put a member off by referring to the fact
that a lot of money is being expended in the
So,-th-West. I1 represent 4,000 electors, and
all I can get out of the Premier is ''You are
gitting your s.hare. Look what we are spend-
lag, south% of Manjimiup.'"

MrI. Lambcrt: Do you think you will get a
bridge since you have twisted across to that
Fide of the llousU

M1r. J. H. SMIThI: Everybody on the Op.
position side aceeued to dison me, and I
thought I would do better by joining the
party representing the pleople who are Creat-
ing the iuealth or the country.

Mi. (Ftogilen: A little baby left on the
doorstep; no one would pick you up.

Mr. J. 11. SMqITHI: I wish to stress the
importan-ce of giving more assistance through
the Works Department to the people in the
country. These are the people who are cre-
ating the wealth, and if they cannot get
grants for roads and bridges, it will be im-
1 .osbihle for them to make good.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [9.9]: A
matter of great urgency to group settlements,
regarding which I was unable to obtain a
definite reply from the Minister to a question
1 put recently, is that of the Margaret River-
Flinders Bay railway. I would like an assur-
ance from the Minister that he views this
matter as one of urgency. The line that the
Government purchased from Miliar's was a
bush line for timber haulage, and no par-
ticular attention was paid to grades and
similar nmatters. I want an assurance that
the Minister views this as an urgent matter.
I would also like an assurance regarding the
proposed abolition and amalgamation of
road boards. Recently the Minister baa given
consideration to the advisableness of amnalga-
mating certain road boards. There was ant
artiele in the '"West Australian'' yesterday
morning pointing out how harshly the pro-
posed amalgamation would hit the Guildford
and Swan road boards. I think the notion
contemplated in my district will be equally
harsh. According to a deputation in Perth
recently, only one member of the board
favoured abolition and amalgamation with
another board. In view of that, the Minister
should hesitate before he causes the amalga-
mation to take place. I refer to the Capel
road board, which has been very efficient, and
has carried out its work satisfactorily.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: Can you tell us the revenue
and expenditure, and the work it has donel

Mr. PICKERING: No, but it has done
good work, and it has raised money, which
with the assistance received from the Govern-
ment, has resulted in the roads of the district
being greatly improved.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: So long as it is not depen-
dent on Government prants,

Mr. PICKERING: Every board is more or
less dependent on Government grants, but the
amalgamation suggested would not lead to
any more economical administration. I was
glad to hear that the Mfinister realised the
urgency of maintenance and repair work to
public buildings. Wherever one goes, one is
impressed with the necessity for expenditare
in this direction. It does not need an archi-
tect to discern that nearly every building is
in urgent need of repair, ad it is false
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economy to defer these repairs longer than
necessary. The Minister should givo im-
mediate attention to the question of repairing
the Ludlow bridge, wbich was destroyed by
fire two or three years ago.

'Mr. OI'Loghien: Has not that been re-
built yetf

Mr. PICKERING: No, although repeated
representations have been madle to the Min-
ister. Several bays of that bridge were
destroyed, and the structure is impassable.
Summner is approaching, and the need for
that road will be great. Quite recently the
member for Leederville (Capt. Carter) took
a wrong turning, and found himself at this
bridge1 and unable to cross it.

Mir. 0 'Loghlen:- The member for East
Perth also took the wrong turning.

The Minister for Mfines: He might be able
to double back on his track, as the member
for Leederville did.

Mr. PICKERING: To repair this bridge
would not cost much, and the structure would
be of great service to that part of the
country.

'Mr. O'Loghlea: And £25 would put the
bridge right.

Mr. PICKERING: Is the Minister pre-
pared to make an announcement as to the
introduction of a main roads Bill this
session?

The Minister for Works: Not this session.
I had hoped it would be possible, but it is
not. There is so much criticism by irre-
sponsible people, that we canot take these
matters in hand.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know to whom
the Minister is referring, but it is times we
had some system to deal with our main roads.

The Minister for Mines: He would not
refer to. you as irresponsible.

Mr. PTCKERTNG: If it were the Minis-
ter for Mines, be might.

The Minister for Works: I was not refer-
ring to you.

Mr. PICKERING: A measure dealing
with our main I-erdsd bytem is urgently
needed.'- It'is impossible fo'r our main roads
to be adequately dealt with at present.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: I am afraid we have
not the population to justify bringing in the
Bill.

.Mr. PICKERING. The sooner the Bill is
introduced, the better it will be for the State.
If we cannot deal with the whole of the State,
we might deal with certain parts of it.

Tbce Minister for Works: It could be done
all right, but for the interference of some
peonle.

Mr. PICKERING: The Victorian Act
seens to work very satisfactorily.

The Minister for Works: There is a big-
ger population there.

Mr. PICKERING: That is so.
Mr. 0 'Loghleu: None of our country

areas are so densely populated as they are in
Victoria.

Mr. PICKERING: Parts of my electorate
arc well on the way towards being densely

populated. I congratulate the Minister for
Works upon the good road work be is putting
into the district.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: Sweeten him up a little.
Mr. PICKERING: There are certain

facilities that are essential to the successful
development of the South-West, and I hope
the Minister for Works will make this Bill
one of the foremast for next session.

The MINTSTIFR FOR WORKS (Hon.
W, JS. George-'Murray-Wellington-in reply)

r.161: I thank members for the way they
have received. these Estimates. The member
f or North-East Fremantle referred to the
North-West Department, and paid a well-
deserved compliment to the engineer, Mr.
Tindale, who was connected with that. part
of the State for many years. Ho certainly
knew his work very well. We now have a
Minister -for the North-West, and a Commis-
sioner.

Mr. 0 'Loghles: I an' told that the Corn-
mijssioner has a fleet of six motor cars and
a large number of officers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: N o
doubt the MVinister in charge of the depart-
ment will know whether that statement is
correct or not. Engineers are not as a rule
given to swank of that sort. The hon. mem-
ber also referred to the roads and bridges
grant, I should like to see that grant in-
ceaesed. If I could get a larger rote for
this purpose, I might be able to satisfy the
requests of hon. members. There may be
some requests that are not quite reasonable,
but as a rule there is a good dleal of founda-
tion for themn. It is a matter of regret to
me that the financial position of the State
will not permit of my giving roads and
bridges to the extent I would like. When
the vote connected with the State Implement
Works comnes before the Committee I shall
be prepared to go further into that
question. The member for Forrest re-
ferred to the delinquencies of the depart-
ment generally, but remarked that the
Minister could not have his eyes upon
everything. It is certainly difficult to
look after every detail. It is for members
to say whether my services during the past
six years have been of any value or not. The
hon. member referred to school teachers em-
ploying local labour. It is true that a school
teacher has the right to employ local labour
and get certain work done.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: 'It was not done in this
case.

The MINISTER FOR -WORKS: That
has been the. edse for some time. I1 am op-
posed to men travelling about seeking for
work. There was a supervisor in the de-
partment about four years ago who travelled
from Albany to Merredin to look at two
sheets of iron that had blown off a small
building. After reporting on the damage he
sent a man to have the job done. I sent for
him and asked him why he did not put the
iron on himself. I told him if I had been
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there I would not have thought it degrading
to have put it on myself.

Mr. O'Loghlen: is he in the department
now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no time for a man who thinks so much of his
position that he will see the money of the
State wasted rather than carry out a small
job like that himself, I will make inquiries
with regard to the Minnievale, water supply
matter. The member for. Geraldton spoke
about the Federal grant.

Mr. O'Loghlen: No member of the Op.
position can get a penny of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
read out the list showing how the money
was spent.

Mr. Lambert: Did Mr. Hughes say,
"Give it to your supporters; it has worked
well with me"?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no idea what Mr. Hughes said. The list is
as follows-

Abbe River roads, E4,000; Yandanooka,
£1,200; Nungarin Crossing, Lake Brown,
hot started, £,200; West Bendering, not
started, £500; Benderiag-Kondinin, £1,500;
Pallinup, not started, £500; Cuadinup-
Jarrahwoo d- Nannup, £1,400; Ninghan.
Board, construction of various roads,
£9500; Wyaleatehem-Koorda and Dukin
roads construction, £E500; Denmark, not
started, £500; Kondinin-Kalgarin, £600;
Northampton Board, grant to various
roads, £300; Winchester-Carnamah, grant
to Mingenew Road Board, various boards,
£1,700; roads in Winchester area, £E300;
total £2,000' Moore River, £C8,000; Glen
Lynn bridge and road, £1,400; Peel Es-
tate, road from Byford to Peel Estate,
£5,000; Bateman Estate, road from Bate-
man's estate to Byford, £3,000; Maida
Vale, £1,750; and Northern-Perth, £1,000.
Mr. 0 Loghlen: Another supporter!
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

people at Maida Vale are honest and hard-
working citizens.

NII. O'Loghlea: we do not say they are
not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They are
travelling from four to six miles further
than they need do in order to get their pro-
ducts to market. This -road will greatly re-
duce the dlistance they will have to cart their
goods. If the men are there in order to
make a living, they are entitled to a road.
Why all this dog in the manger business?1

Mr. 0 'Loghl~n: You do not think it fair
that the Opposition should get £100.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I amn not
ashamed of the 'Maids, Vale -road.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen:- Byford is in the Murray-
Wellington electorate. The Opposition re-ceived £100 out of the Federal prant. I do
not know who made the distribution.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Peel
estate was purchased by the Government for
the settlement of returned soldiers. There
must be roads leading to it. The money waes

given on the understanding that it would be
used for purposes connected with returned 891-
diers.

Mr. Willeock: We can make out good case
for our districts, but get no money.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ques-
tion of Herdsman's Lake can be dealt with
on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: It is not much good de-
bating it.n The money is spent. It seems
most unfair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
ber for Browrnbill-Ivanhoe mentioned the damn
at St. Ives. Tenders have been called for
nearly a fortnight for a price for the dam
W~ierever we can get work done by tender,
we do so. 'We do not want day labour, but
there arc times when we cannot get the work
done by any other means. The hon. member
belongs to the party whose main plank is that
of day labour, but he does not mind if this
work is done by contract.

Mr. Lutey: Your officers have been trotting
all over the place, and have had plenty of
opportunities to do the work.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The mem-
her for Nelson referred to a b-ridge in his
electorate. This was to cost £800. The set-
tlers undertook to find and cart to the ground
all the timber required, and every arrange-
ment was made for going on with the work.
The Acting Premier, Mr. Colebatch, visited
the district, and, while there, was waited on
by the people and the secretary of the road
board. That gentleman, who appeared to
Mr. Colebatch to be the leader of the distritt,
told him it was ridiculous to expend that
amount of money on the bridge, as the road
board could build a better bridge for £400.
When the notes of the interview reached me,
I invited the road board to build the bridge.
The controversy has continued ever since,
and the bridge has not been built. Were it
not for the irresponsible interference by
people who do not know anything about the
work my department have to do, a great many
of our undertakings would be finished before
people had time to make complaints. No-
thing is done, and nothing-is attempted to be
done, without disgruntled people trying to
attack it either with mue or with some other
Minister. If I flouted the opinions expressed
and went on with the work, I would be called
to account in this Chamber for wasting the
State's money. The hon, member referred to
a bridge to be built eight miles out of Bridge-
town, and said that the Repatriation De-
partment had offered a contribution of £100
towards the work, the settlers to provide
the timber. Such a proposal has not reached
my, department in the form stated, and T
kuow nothing about it. As to the survey of
a line continning right out to Margaret
River and Augusta, the Engineer-in-Chief,
who has been visiting the totality, returned
to Perth last Monday, and is prenaring his
report. There is no question whatever that
the survey will be done. We shall not blindly
follow the line put down to suit the conveni-
ence of timber people. If -we put a railway

1688



[21 NOVEMBER 1022.]

down, it will be one which shall. be economical
f or working. The hon. member referred to
amalgamation of road boards. In one of our
most influential papers there recently ap-
peared an article which gave me the hardest
pat on the back I have had for some time.
That was in connection with the amalgama-
tion of road boards. Such amalgamations
have not been made out of pique or in a
hurry. They bare been well considered, and
not a step has been taken without the people
Concerned being consulted. When my officers
have come back with what appeared to be
quite justifiable recommendations, it subse-
quently turned out that some of the people
affected (lid not want 'amalgamation, and so
they started an agitation about it.

[Eon. WV. C. Angwin: Perhaps they did not
know about it.

The MINISTER, FOR WORKS: The Guild-
ford people knew all about it for months.
As regards Capel, there are three small boards
each maintaining a secretary and doing bits
of work more or less expensively.

Mr-. 0 'Loghlen: The secretaries have not
got full time salaries. One of them sells milk
in addition, and catches a few opossunms.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
he gets the value of his work. The rates in
one instance are just about enough to pay the
secretary's salary and the office expenses. I
felt that it was desirable to get a body of
sufficient size to deal with, and one that could
raise sufficient rates for the work to be done.
I am sure that the amalgamation of the Capel,
Bunbury, and flardanup road boards would
ho better for the whole district. To say that
the representation of the people is gone
amounts to a simple absurdity. In this con-
nection a deputation was introduced by the
member f or the district the other day. The
deputation referred to the adininistration of
the boards. I quietly got the departmental
files and rend out to the members of the depu-
tation various things which had taken place
in their districts and which the members of
the road boards ought to have known about
and prevented. That branch of the P.W.D. is
doing good work throughout the State. My
department is receiving the thanks of the great
bulk of the road boards for the work that
is being done. If we had more money
available we would have more auditors and
more frequent audits. There is an instance
of a road hoard with a secretary and an as-
sistant secretary losing the whole of its hooks.
There have been Jefaleations of the funds of
road boards. There is a. ease sub judice in
which a member of a road board is called
upon to answer certain things. In all classes
and all walks of life there are people who
make mistakes.

Mr. Heron: There are some road boards
that have not seen en auditor for three years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We had
not the necessary auditors..

Mr. Heron: It is time you got some.
The MNIXSTER. FOR WORKS: We lost

one auditor by death, and we have experi-

enced great difficulty in obtaining qualified
men.

Mr. Heron: There are plenty of unem-
ployed.

The INISTER FOR WORKS: Special
work can be done effectively only by men

specially qualified to do it. There might be
100 auditors absolutely good as such, but of
no use for this particular business. The
member for Sussex also spoke about the Main
Roads Bill. It is a disappointment to me
that circumstances have been such as to pre-
vent me from bringing that measure before
Parliameat. It is a modest measure, and one
which would, I am quite satisfied, have done
some good. However, there are in Western
Australia a lot of people who, because a
thing is small, object to tackling it or deal-
ing with it.. They are people who fail to
see that a child has to be born before it can
grow to be a man. If the Main Reads Bill
were passed we should, before a couple of
years were gone, hear people declaring that
the foundations were there for a bigger mea-
sure. However, we cannot afford to borrow
a million of money; and that is the amount
which one of the associations has pat down
as a sine qua non.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the associations
are not here: you should have brought the
Bill here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
search for the river 200 miles long that goes
rippling around Western Australia, as men-
tioned by the member for Nelson. On the
whole I have to thank hon. members for the
manner in which they have received my -Esti-
mates. I know their anxiety is to assist a
Minister in carrying out the work of his de-
partmient. I do not take any of the criti-
ciams as personal. I accept it as designed to
bring to the attention of the Minister matters
which lie may not have observed and whiebi
others have observed.

Item, Roads and bridges throughout the
State, including subsidies to road boards for
maintenance of roads, bridges, dams, wells,
and general public conveniences which have
been provided by the State, £26,000:

Mr. WWLLCOCK: A serious protest should
he made against the allocation of this item,
which represents a downright scandal. The
manner in which the Minister hoodwinked
several members as to the grnt will not, I
hope, be seen here again. In this connection
I asked questions extending over three months,
and received replies that the matter was undeir
consideration and that when the money was
available the grant would be made. In my
opinion, the Minister for Works deliberately
hoodwinked members.

The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
rect.

M.%r. WILLCOOK: That is my opinion, and
I express it. If a member asks questions here,
and receives answers intimating that a certain
grant will he made when the money is avail-
able, and then finds a month later that all the
money has been allocated by another Minister,
it is an intolerable position. We were never
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informed that the Mfinister for Works was not
dealing with this matter at all. Apparently
the whole- thing was settled in a hiole-and-
eorner manner between the Premier and Mr.
MeLarty of the Soldier Settlemdnt Scheme.
After asking questions extending over a
Verioil of 11 week;, and being continually put
off, we eventually learn that the Premier did
the whole thing off his own bat.

The Minister for Works: That is not cor-
rect.

The Minister for M-%ines: The money has
not been spenUt.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But it has been allo-
'cated.

Mr. 0 Loighlen: ('an we get some of it?
The 'Minister for Mines: Well, make a ease.
Mr. ILLCOCK: It is a ease of those

getting in first receiving grants. Members on
this side of the Chamber did not know the
Premier was dealing with the matter, and
there was nothing to indicate that the Pre-
mier was dealing with it. The Minister for
Works did not say that the Premier would
deal with the matter.

The Mfinister for Works: Nobody asked
ine the question.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The whole ching has
been hidden away. The first I knew about it
was a paragraph in a local paper stating that

a certain road board had been granted a sub-
siv. I want to be treated straightforwardly.
This business has been done entirely under
the lap. The Minister for Works has been
used by the Premier as a catspaw to hood-
wink members on this side..

Mr. Teesdale: He gets a nice wad himself.
Mr. WILLCOCK: Of course he does. It

is an absolute scandal. Although we have
been making representations to the M1inister
f or Works) he has taken no notice of uts.

The Premier: I have taken particular no-
tice of you.

MNr. WTLLOC: Ye;, and seen to it that
we on this side get no more than £100 out
of the £32,000. 1 hope we shall not be
treated in this way again.

The Premier: The Peel estate swvallowed
the lot.

Mr. McCallumn: The Pdel estate did not
get any.

'Mr. WTLLCOCK: The amount was fur-
nished for the relief of unemployed soldiers,
but the Premier took it all and put it down
in the South-West.

Mr. M~oniey: None of it in my electorate.
Mr. WILLCOCK: I want to know whether

this policy of spoils to the victors is to he
perpetuated. A gross injustice was done to
electorates represented by members on this
side.

'Mr. Harrison: Members on these benches
were treated in the same way.

The- PREIER: I am surprised at the
remarks of the hon member, who representsi
a large town. He knows that the money had
to he spent on roads, and could not he allo-
catedl to a municipality. It would be utterly
riiinlous to take this money and split it up)
into 50 lots so that every member, including

the nmember for Perth, shonid have a share,
whether it was wanted or not.

Mr. Lutey: We had unemployed soldiers
up our way, and they wanted the money for
roads.

The PREIER: We have made all the
roads Ini tIhe lion, member's district.. This
money was not sent over here to be divided
tip amuongst members, but was intended to be
spent in the best possible way.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: To relieve unemployment
among returned soldiers.

The PREMIER: Of the total amount,
f£3,000 is to be spent on M.Noore River roads,
£-2,000 on the Midland Company's land, some
rnt N,)ril a'nptot-_ sonic on the eastern wheat
b-it, :iii sonic tilt the kecel estate. The mneuy
ha-i 'tern allocated In the best possible way.

Mr. McCallumn: Have the Gov-ernmnent ear-
ried out the work, or have they allotted the
mnoney to the road boards-!

The PEMI ER: For the most part we
have carried out the iork. More money from
this grant has been spent in the lion. nmem-
her's electorate than anywhere else.

Mr. MeCallum: According to the Minister
for Works, none of it was spent in my elec-
torate.

The PREMIER: There was a sum of
£95,000 for the Peel estate, which is in the
bioa. mr'rnber 'a electorate.

Mr. McCallumn: That road was to Bate-
man's estate.

The PREMIER: If the member for (jei-
aldtoa has an urgent work, he should let us
k(now uwhere the road is.

Nr. Willeck: The Minliter for Works
knows. He was Inundated with correspon-
dence abont it.

The PREMI ER: We will still consider
the matter if the hon. member can show that,
the road is urgently needed, but we are not
going to do road board work.

Mr. 0 'Loglilen: I have three reads in my
electorate, all in new Country, yet I cannot
get a shilling for them.

The PREMIIER: The hon. member gets
aill he wants. "Nobody gets any more. We
have to spend the money where it will do the
most good. Nothing better could be done than
we have done.

Mr. O'toghleo: Have you any of the
money left?

The PRE-MIER: The bon. member will
give notice of that question. 'No advantage
can be given to members on this side.

Mr. Heron: They get it, just the sanme.
The PREMINIER: The bon. member has per-

fect roads in his electorate, and a very rich
road board also. If any hon. member can
put uip a goad case he may still be accommo-
dated, but it will have to he a very good
case. 'No one can say the money has not
been thoroughly well allocated.

lon. W. C. ANGrWIN: I cannot see that
the member for Geraldtea has much to com-
p'lain about. He should remember that the
Government have had -a very troublesome
time, and that it was necessary to placate
somne of their supporters.

1640



(21 NOVEMBER, 1922.] 1691

The Premier: That is a miserable insinu-
ation to make.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: We know from the
list read out to-night that none had better
eantideration than members of the cross-
bcehes. Of course, the member for Buabury
did not get any of this money, because his
rote is sure. 89o, too, with the member for
IRoebourne. But it was necessary for the Gov-
erment to keep outside supporters quiet.

The Premier: The member for Sussex did
not a~k for this vote in his electorate; it was
Part of tho settlement sch1eme.

lion. W. C. A'NOWIN: Possibly had I
been in the Premier's position I would have
donp as he did. Many members on this sido
represent country distriets, embracing thous-
~n'1s of miles of road, Yet amongst us all we
get n paltry £C100. I could have done very
well with a share of the money.

The Premier: Nest time you come to me
for money I will refuse you.

lion. W . C. ANGWI N: Sonic of the local
boards in my district expected something. The

-grant to Mfaida Vale, adjoining the metro-
politan area, gave rise to requests from othe.
semi-metropolitan districts. I told my elec-
tors that this grant was made by the Conm-
monwealth for the express purpose of being
spent in country districts. Therefore, the
grant which was made to Maida Vale should
not have been given to that district. I hope
~when the £:26,000 comes to be distributed
those nmembers on this side of the House, who
will be able to put tip a good ease, will re-
ceive their fair share from the vote.

Ttem, Hospitals and charitable institutions,
1,761:

Mr. LUTEY: I draw attention to the fact
that the Kalgoorlie hospital is in a bad state
of repair and needs renovating and painting.
There is no money on the Estimates for this
work.

The Minister for Works: A sum has been
set apart for hospital repairs generally.

Vote put and passed.
Department of Mfines, Forests and Police

(Bon. J. Scaddan, Minister.)
Vote-Mines Department, £62,910:

The MINISTER FOR -MINES (Hon. J.
Scilan-Albany) f 10.5]: The Mines Do-
pertinent activities have not changed niateri-
ally during the last few years, and for the
comaing year the vote is to all intents and pur-
poses exactly the same as tbat of last
year, except perhars that we propose to
spend £2,774 less, lion, members can accept
the assurance from me that the estimated re-
AIuction is an honest estimate in view of the
fact that last year we showed a slight re-
duction on the expenditure of the previous
year, and succeeded in getting through the
year with less than the amount we asked for.
I could detain bon. members at length by re-
ferring to the activities of the department,
but I dlid that fairly extensively on the Ad-
dress-in-reply and there is now very little for
me to add except to say that during the last

few months there has been evidence of a
slight revival in som~e of the districts which
had given the appearance of being on the
wane. I hope it will be something approaching
permanenc-y in the way of a revival. At the
same time one Must recollect we are at the
mnonment, as indeed is the case in all mining
parts of the world, suffering from difficulties
over which wve have no control, difficulties
which arc due to war conditions and the after-
nmath of the wvar. We know that it has not
been possible to sacure capital which is so
essential in connection with an industry of
this kind.

.Mr. 2tIfnsie: Is there anything in the arti-
cles which have been published recently about
the gold steal by the Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We had
better leave that to be thrashed out on the
public platform between those who have been
writing about it and the Federal authorities.
For a great period after the declaration of
wvar, while every other commodity wvas going
up, gold was not receiving anything in the
nature of its export parity, but was being
taken by the Federal authorities, under their
undoubted rights under the Constitution, and
the gold was being retained in the vaults
of the Treasury to a considerable extent.
Sonic was exported where it was absolutely
necessary to do so, and the money required
for our own purposes was circulated on the
basis of two or three pound notes to each
sovereign collected. It is known that during
the period of the war we were actually coining
in the Perth Mint 320,000 sovereigns each
month. I did not see many of them except
when I paid a visit to the Mint. The sover-
eigns were removed to Melbourne and con-
trolled there, and many of the financial in-
stitutions were lent money through the Fed-
eral Treasury, the advances being based on
the gold we were producing in Western Aus-
tralia and depositing with them. That mayr
have led the people to declare that the Fed-
era] authorities were responsible for what is
called the gold steal.

Mr. Munsie: As a matter of fact they did
make a big profit out of it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unques-
tionably, and in my capacity as Minister I
express the opinion that the Federal authori-
ties should show their gratitude to the in-
dustry that stood to them, by rendering some
assistance to it in the hope of reviving it
and putting it on its pre-war basis. The
time has arrived when the Federal Govern-
ment should show their appreciation by do-
ing something for the industry which did so
nuch for them. The vote on the ordinary
revenue Estimates is merely for administra-
tion. The actual expenditure ins the wvay of
assistance to the industry will be provided
for on the Loan Estimates. When those Esti-
mates are before hion. members I shall have
an opportunity of saying something about
them.

Mr. Pickering: Can you tell uts anything
about the report of the new gold find which
was publishied to-day.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That re-
port was supplied to us by thle leader of the
prospecting party and it can be taken as
reliable. I have not yet the complete report,
but I1 can say that the prospecting party did
magnificent work. This was brought about
by the introduction of a different method of
prospecting. It is all very well for an in-
dividual to believe lie knowvs where he c-sn
find certain minerals. We have rendered such
persons assistance in the way of sustenance
and equipment to carry out their work, but
the fact remains that it is easy for these men
to pass over a country that should be pros-
pected, in order to reach those parts where
they desire to go. In many cases, these men
work upon their own ideas and go to a coun-
try where, if they knew something of rock
formations and occurrences, they would know
that operations would merely result in the
wastage of our money. in the ease of the
prospecting party, however, they were sent
out with definite information as to where
they should go and what they could expert
to find. They were successful because of the
information that was available to them and
because they were men with practical, as well
as theoretical knowledge.

Mr. Pickering: Did they rely upon geologi-
val examination?

The MXINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. We
frequently hear complaints about geologists
knowing something about theory but being
without practical knowledge, in which case,
it is asserted, they cannot be relied upon.
Geologists, however, know that rock forma-
tions arc brought about owing to certain
conditions, and that uinder certain conditions,
certain rocks are found side by side. On one
occasion, a striking illustration of this came
tinder my notice during my termi of office.
It was represented to me that a certain rock
w-as found in the core of a boring at the south
end of Boulder. When the Government Min-
eralogist examined the core, he declared that
it was absolutely impossible for the rock to
have conic from that part of the field, be-
cause this particular rock could not be found
side by side with the other rock formations
found in the core. 'We further examined the
matter and put down a bore alongside the one
fromt which the core had been taken in order
to satisfy ourselves un the point. 'This showed
that the core submitted to the department
was evidently a fake. That demonstrates
that the geologist can determine with cer-
tainty, when given the conditions, that speci-
fied rocks can be or cannot be found in vari-
ous localities. It enables them to say what
may be expected in those localities. The
prospecting party weunt out with knowledge
that was available to them, and, as a result
of their prospecting along modern lines, I
hope, equally with members generally, that
the resuilts of the expedition will be found in
a discovery of some value to the State and
the districts traversed in particular. The
prospecting party had to return owing to
lack of water supplies. When it is time to
go ount again, I hope the prospecting board
will agree to the party being adequately

equipped to follow up previous discoveries.
These may not be quite so valuiable as anti-
cipated, but, on the other hand, they can
quite- easily he more valuable than indicated
at present. Owing to the history of gold dis-
covery in Western Australia, it will readily
be understood that we cannot accept surface
indications as reliable one way or another.

M1r. Pickering- Can you give us any later
infor-mation regarding oil?

The 'MINISTER FOR MLNS: I have no
further information than has been published.
As I receive reports from companies carrying
out boring operations, they are made available
immediately for publication. I have no addi-
tional informiation to what has already ap-
pea red in the Press. During the year we made
slight efforts to amnalgamate some of
ouir sub-departments in order to bring about
economy in administration. Had it been pos-
sible to carry out the amalgamation to a
greater extent, I would have liked to do so,
but the housing accommodation is not avail-
able to enable those alterations. The Mines
Department occupies a building in Murray-
street; the Government Geologist is in a build-
inig in Beaufort-street; the Government An-
alyst is in Wellington-street, and the Machin-
ery Department is housed in the Public Works
buildings fin George-street. The separation
of the sub -departments which art under oe
Ministerial head, make it expensive from the
point of view of staffing. They are difficult
to control from one head office. I hope that
we shiall he able to find accommodation for the
sub-departments nder one roof for, as they
are at present, separdte clerical staffs have
to be provided and in some cases work has to
be duplicated in order to have information
readily at hand in the several sub-depart-
ments. It is difficult as things are now to
consult with the technical officers and to have
a grasp of the workings of all sub-depart-
ments. Certain records have to be duplicated
in order that they may be readily at hand for
use in the v-arious departments. We will not
be able to get over our difficulties until the
new post office is completed and occupied. It
may then be possible to house the sub-depart-
niens in one central building and thus help
to secure economy by way of further amalga-
mation. 'We have amalgamated the offices of the
Government 'Mineralogist and the Government
Analyst. Mfore economy and better admin-
istration should be obtained as the result of
the amalgamation, and further improvements
can be secured when the departments aire
concentrated under one roof and under one
immnediate control. The amalgamation of
these two sub-departments alone should mean
more effective administration and will obvi-
ate a certain amount of duplicated work.
Asi to the inspection of machinery branch, I
endeavoured after the passing of the recent
Inspection of Machinery Act to introduce
fees by way of regulations which, while not
pressing harshly on those receiving the ser-
vices, would at least pay the cost of the ad-
ministration of the department.
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Mr. Heron: It costs £27 7s. to go to Owalia
to inspect machinery.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: In that
case, it cast £7 78. to send an inspector to
Ciwalia to make a special inspection in a
sapecified time.

Mr. Heron: It was not a special inspection.
The MINISTER FP INES: It was.

Frequently the inspection is carried out for
the convenience of the owners who ask for a
special inspection of plant, boilers, and so
on. Very often the inspection has to be car-
ried out quite apart from the ordinary rout-
ine operations of the inspectors and, as a
result, they have to go back over their tracks
at considerable expense. Particularly would
this be so in the case of an outlying district
like Owalia and it is certainly fair that those
who require the services should recoup us for
the outlay, If we make the inspection in the
ordinary round of the inspector 's duty, we
charge only the fees specified in the regula-
tions.

Mr. Heron. In the Owalis. case there i*aa
no request for a special inspection.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
the hon, member is wrong. The inspection
was requested for a specific purpose and it
was quite out of the ordinary routine inspec-
tion of the district. It was asked to be done
within a certain period and we had to go to
considerable expense to carry it out. The
department should be recouped for that ex-
pense, and those who receive the services
should pay for them rather than that the cost
should be a tax on the genbrnl community.
All that the departmhent asked was that the
people receiving services should pay for them-
On two occasions now, another place has dis-
allowed the regulations framed under the Act
and they have gone so far as to carry a reso-
lution that the fees, before the regulations
will be approved by that Chamber, must be
reduced by 30 per cent. That is an absurdity,
but the fact remains that another place has
gone far beyond what was intended regarding
Parliamentary control over the finances. TI
efrect, the second Chamber has gone to the
extent of framing regulations because mem-
bers there have provided that we must not
charge fees beyond a certain amount. While,
on the one hand, they complain against tie
Government and the finances of the State,
when an attempt is made to make people pay
f or services rendered, the matter is taken
out of the hands of the Government and the
rerulations are disallowed on behalf of a few
owners of big plants, particularly on the
goldields. Some members drew attention to
things that were absolutely ridiculous. Cer-
tain forms of machinery were brought into the
Chamber and it was stated that they Would
conmc under the regulations and certain fees
would have to be charged for inspections&
As a matter of fact, those things did
not come under the Act at all and the
regulations could not posaiblv have been ap-
plied to them. This was done for the purpose
of hiding the real issue which affected the

large plants on which the lives of men were
dependent. It is absolutely necessary that
much machinery should be inspected, and that
those owning the macbinery requiring' the
inspections should recoup the 4epnrtinsnt so
as to relieve the general taxpayer of that
burden. The Governmentt !have taken on
greater responsibilities and more work, in
consequence' of the passage of the Act. All
we asked was that the fees should pay for
the cost of service rendered, and the running
of the department. We proposed to increaso
the revenue to the extent of £2,000 per annum.
That was made up by the additional fees to
be collected on account of the inspection of
machinery. Last year we lost about £2,000,
and we merely set out to balance the financial
aspect of the department's work. Now
another place is taking a stand, indicating
what the fees must be before that House will
pass the regulations. We will have to reduce
the Estimates in consequence of the action of
another place. We are forced, therefore, into
one of two positions. Either we must knuckle
down and allow the department to go on
doing work at a lose, which will have to be
borne by the general community, or we must
refuse to render services which, it is recog-
nised in ev~ry civilised. community, are
essential in the interests of the public. r am
not certain what will hap~pen, but I raise my
protest against the action of another place
under this heading. That branch of the
Legislature will not allow a day to pass
without making an attack on the Govern-
mnent because of the financial position to-day.
Yet when it comes to a matter of charging
fees f or work carried out for these indi-
viduals, the Legislative Council say they will
refuse to pass the regulations unless the fees
are reduced by 30 per cent. As it is to-day,
we cannot charge a fee for the inspection of
plant in any part of the State. It is con-
trary to the Constitution which sets out that
tffis Chamber shall control matters of finance.
That is all I propose to say on these Esti-
mates. The reduction indicated is merely in
connection with administrative costs, and has
nothiag to do with the development of the
mining industry. While the 'Estimates show
a decrease of £E2,744, that is done without in
any way retarding the efficiency of the de-
partment. It is largely a question of reorgan-
ising the different departments, and in re-
ducing the staffs in some cases. The reduction
is brought about by that means without in
any way impairing efficiency. In some cases
we have, if anything, improved the efficiency
Of control and administration by tbe amal-
gamation of the two sub-departments.

'Mr. Lutey: How is the new copper process
getting on?

The MINISTER FOB MINES: We have
made check tests, one recently at the School
of Mines, and it was extremely satisfactory'
from the point of view of the reduction of
ouidised copper ore. The question of sulphide
ore, such as would probably be found to a
large extent in the Phillips River district, is
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one for further test. I bad an opportunity
at Kalgoorlie last week of seeing a test on a
small st-ale at the Kal'zoorlic School of Mines.
I arrived there at 2.15 p.m., when the test
commenced,, and left at 3 o'clock. I re-
turned at 5 o'dlock, and bad placed in my
hands a small ingot of copper ready for
putting on the miarket. The ohole process4 had
been, comipleted in that short period, which is
evidence of its value. If tlhe mechanical side
is satisfactory and economical-it is accepted
by All chlitiits 'rho have inquired into it-we
can expect to receive a good deal of advantage
fron, its operation in Western Australia, and
probably throughout Australia in the near
future, but certain tests have yet to be made
to complete the mechanical side, and these
are at present being undertaken. I hope they
will prove equally successful as the chemical
side.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgnrdic) [10.321: 1
hope the im; ortancve and value of the mining
industry will not be overlooked. No doubt11
mining has played and will play a very im-
portant part in the commercial life of the
Ftate, and for this reason it should, side by
side with the other industries which are re-
ceivingf attention from, the Government, be
given its measure of support. One often hears
that the Mines Department are not doing this
or thint, but I must say that, speaking for
my district, every reasonable proposition put
up to the department has invariably received
favourable consideration. It is true that all
the propositions put up have not been fav-
ourably received, hut we have very little to
(-onirflain of. it justification of the assist-
aince given I would like to mention two or
three significant instances. The Carbine mine
at lKununalling in 1903 received assistance
to the extent of £800 which "as repaid in
October of 1906. Since that date over 33,000
ox,. of gold has been produced, worth ap-
proximantely £140,000. The Lady Evelyn at
Ora Banda commenced operations in 1920
and was granted £300. Only £216 was drawn,
and in a comparatively short time that mine
produced about £1,000 worth of gold. The
Star of Fremantle at Kununolling received a
loan of £310 in July, 1q19, and that loan
was repaid in 1922. That mine has produced
about £1,200 worth of g!old. In many other
istances tlie Mines Department have been

active in mir district. It is dre to the syni-
i athetic treatment of the industry that we
hive witne-scd many favourable develop-
mnts re'-ently-. There are signs of revival.
Romec little timne age the Lloyd George Mline
aIt Bulla Bulling was granted a sumt of money,
and a pipe, line was put in, and the resutis
to dote have fully justified the decision of
the department to render that assistance.
There is every possibility of this mine die-
veloping into a very important gold producer.We shjoitid have somne revision of the charges
levied for water, es9pecially now that the
sinking fund has practically extinguished the
loan. The sherne has, to a 'large extent, been
Taid for by the goldfields, and now that the
loain is about repaid the scheme should be

used to its fullest extent to supply cheap
outer to thet mineus which have a chance to
develop into payable producers. The last
few years have hit the gold mining industry
badly. Western Australia did not receive
the corresponding advantage of the panrity
price of gold during the war, and the industry
was hit by the ever-increasing charges for
stores and oth~er essentials. it is only right
that sonmc adjustmient should be made so that
the industry 'nay reap, a correspondiog ad-
vantage. Western Australia is not receiving
the slightest advantage from the high protec-
ti on afforded manuacturers in the Eastern
States, and the gold mining industry is being
severely handicapped by the indirect taxation
extorted to keep Eastern States industries
going. If we as a State were receiving some
corresp~onding b~enefit, we might recompense
the industry, hunt it is impossible for the State
to recompense the industry for the big impost
levied on all the requirements for the pro-
duction of gold. All possible courtesy and
consideration have been extended to me by
the Mines Department, particularly by the
Under Secretary, and the expert staff of the
Geological Department, and I think this haps
been the experience of other members. I hope
the Minister will not hesitate in his duty to
the goldfields and the industry, hut will ask
the Treasurer for as great an amount as he
can possibly provide. Now, that we have sur-
mounted the difficulties of the war period,
when inflated costs so retarded the industry,
togetlhe- with the period of unrest and of
depletion of mine workers, T hope we shall
witness a revival. Evidence of solid develop-
mnt work is not wanting, and if the Gov-
erment doe their duty to the industry in and
.around Kalgoorlie, Boulder, and Coolgardie
,and the districts adjacent to the water
scheme, some of the lower grade mnines will
be encouraged. The move to amalgamate
some of the offices is a good one. We have
sRonme very capable officers in the Geological
,section, particularly the head chemist and
some of his assistants, and the amalgamation
of the offices and the co-ordiation of the
work shoul lead to considerable economy and
efficiency. The 'Mines Department should
undertake a tabulation of all information in
connec-tion with milling, reduction and nimn-
factoring machinery necessary to market many
of our nmineral.. There are big magnesite
deposits oil the Eastern Goldfields and it is
o great pity that they have been neglected.
This mineral in its calcine state is commnd-
ini! £16n to £18 per ton on the English market,
and it sh~ould bie possile to place it on board
at Fremantle at remunerative rates. Almost
every dlay I have penlIe coming to me inquir-
ing regarding the different methods andi
machinery used to nmanufacture these min-
crals into marketale products, and it wrouldl
surprise members to know how many things
wre are importing could be manu~factured

he~re anti exported to the Eastern States.
There are in the State deposits of barytes,
pluihago, asbestos, etc., all of which could
he developed. The best possible information
should he obtained for the holders of some of
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our mineral leases, and it would not cost the
GJovernmenCt a great deal to get it. To any
man who is embarking upon an. industry of
this nature, tabulated information with re-
spect to it would be of considerable value. Th
securing the information inquiries might be
extended to England ad America. Every-
thing possible should be done to lessen the
possibility of failure, which so often occurs in
the initial stages of developing some of our
minerals.

Mr, McCallum-. Members of the Country
Party are not paying much attention to min-
ing. I call attention to the state of the Conm-
mittee.

Quorum formed.
Mr. LAMBERT: I hope "ome vigorous

policy of boring for coal will be pursued.
From reports I have read I should say there
was every possibility of big developments in
our coal mnining in the near future. The
question is one which should receive the at-
tention of the department. it must be gratify-

*I to people in this State that they have
been able to read from time to time authentic
reports by experts as to the possibility of
striking payable oil. There is, however, a
large number of pessimists in the community,
chiefly the know-alls of St. George's-terrace.
Although I deprecate anything in the nature
of a boom, I do think the Government should
take into consideration the important scien-
tific opinions that have been expressed upon
this question. 'Itl is not an easy matter to in-
duce capital to take uip ventures of this kind;
indeed, it is not easy to get capital for any
of our industries.

lIon. P. Collier: There is a new company
floating off blocks for oil in a wholesale
manner.

Mr. LANMERT: So long as that sort of
thing is confined within reasonable limits and
the money raised is used for developmental
and boring purpose;, I do not think any
difficulties should be placed in the way of it.
If we miss the opportunity afforded by the
interest at present taken in this question, it
may he difficult to get that money which is so
essential to the development of our possiblo
oil resources. It is important that everything
should be done to prove or disprove the ex-
istence of oil. I admit that unusually large
prospecting areas have been granted to peo-
ple, hut with the safeguard surrounding these
licenses it should be possible to ensure that
the requisite amount of work is done upon
those areas. If necessary, the money that
is being -pent by the specuilating public in
this direction should be supplemented by the
Giovernument with a view to determining
whether oil exists or not Some of the de-
partmental officers, Mr. Blatehford and
others, who have a general knowledge of the
conditions under which oil occurs, have gone
up north, and seem to be impreraed by the
prospects there. I should like to see a realty
good oil geologist brought to the State by
the Government.

Hon. P. Collier: A field expert, I have
heard him called.

Mr. LAMfBEET: The indications of oil
are so clear and definite, and have been so
favouirably mentioned by other experts, that
it beh ores the Government to do everything
poss ible in a legitimate way to assist in prov-
ing whether oil exists or not. If the Govern-
ment spent £100,000 in this direction it would
be money well spent. It would not cost a
great deal to bring out an oil expert, and if
het came the gcneral public would have the
beniefit of his advice and knowledge.

The 'Minister for M1ines: Where would you
suggest we should get such a man?

3Mr. LAMBERT: We could get a good man
front America.

The Minister for Mines: It would be a.
risky busines-s to get an oil geologist from
America, Hie might be interested in the
Standard Oil Co., for instance, It has been
suggested before that we had men in AtLstra-
hia who have come here for the purpose of de-
claring that we cannot find oil.

Mr. LA-MBERtT: I know that. In four
instances in Southern Peru ample supplies of
oil were struck in the bores, but these are
closed down to-day. The same thing might
happen in Australia it the opportunity pre-
senteod it-elf. Opposition people are able to
htold uip big oil concessions in Peru. It is non
likely that large sums of mioney will be spent
in developing the oil tcsources there when
these people are already controlling the large
deposits in North America. It is therefore
necessary that the Minuister should act with
caution. It is possible that an expert might
be obtained through the Anglo-Persian Oil
Company, in which the Imperial and Federal
Governments are interested.

The Mfinister for Mlines: If oil were found
in the Elinberleve, might not the discovery
come into competition with the Anglo-Persian
Company?

Mr. LAMBElIT: That is possible.
The Minister for MNines: Do you think it

likely that company would supply a man to
aFssist in bringing that about?

Mr. LA3EBERT: That is for the Mlinister
to consider. 'We recently had a visit front
a Russian oil man named Do Bautpick. He
seemed to have good credentials, and to
speak with a certain amount of authority. We
might be able to get a man who could throw
considerable light upon the possibilities of
SuceSqful oil oper ations in the Kimberleys. I
amn sure that the Minister would receive the
support of all members if he took the step I
have suggested and brought oat h6 really comn-
petent expert to go into this question. I hope
the Minister for 'Mines will never cease to
impreso upon the Treasurer-who has shown
sonic little interest in recent developments of
gold mining here-the necessity for granting
the mining industry monetary 'assistance in
directions where chances of payable develop-
ment have been proved to exist. I trust that
hon. members who are seized of the im-
portance of gold mining to Western Australia
will impress upon the Government the need
for developing the low grade deposits which
undoubtedly exist on the Eastern Gold fields,
and which could be developed with cheaper
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water. The time has long gone by when there
should have been an equitable revision of
water rates on the Eastern Goldfields. Un-
less the Government are prepared to extend
to gold mining, ad the utilisation of water
by that industry, the seine favourable con-
sideration as has been granted to agricultural
they can oniy expect the present backward
tendency in gold mining to continue.

Mr. M1UNSTE (Hannaus) (11.4]: I am
glad the Minister for Mines recognises that
there really is something in the alleged "gold
steal'' from Western Australia. I agree
with him that probably the details of the
question would be better fought out on the
public platform. I do not believe that any-
body, even Senator Pearce himself, denies
that a substantial advantage resulted to the
Federal Government from their compliance
with the request-to put it mildly-of the
Imperial Government to prohibit the export
of gold. No one, I think, denies that that
prohibition resulted in a profit of hundreds
of thousands of pounds to the Commonwealth
Government. The Minister for Mines says
that the 'Federal Government, if they desire
to see things get back to normal, should give
some assistance to this State's mining indus-
try. I would ask the Minister, has he ever
approached the rdderal Government for as-
sistanceY

The Minister for Mines: Otte never asks
a favour when one is certain that it will he
refused.

'Mr. MUNSIE: Tf one does not ask, one
will never receive. Other Governments and
other industries have appealed to the Federal
Government for assistance. While many re-
quests have been refused, some have been con-
ceded. It is up to the Federal Government
to assist our mining industry, seeing what
that industry baa meant to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mir. 'Marshall. If they would only let the
industry alone, '-a would he satisfied.

Mr. MUNSTE: After the big profits have
cut out, the Federal Governent naturally nre
getting out. Some people argue that the
Commonwealth made nothing out of the pro-
hibition of export of gold. For two or three
years, however, the experts in the East argued
with representatives of this State specially
sent to Mfelbourne for the purpose of making
representations to the Federal Government as
to export of gold, that profitable export was
impossible, that gold was at a standard price,
and- that we could not obtain a better price
for our gold even if we were permitted to
export it. That argument was maintained for
two years. Eventually the Commonwealth
agreed to let uts export gold, and the price of
gold went up from about £A 10s. to £6 per
oz. I do not know what the Government of
this State are doing, or whether they are do-
jag anything, regarding a supply of explosives
for Western Australia. The tariff just en-
acted by the Federal Parliament puts an
extra dty of .5 per cent. on South African
fracteur as against British fracteur. In this

connection I read with great interest the evi-
dence given by Mr. Ede before the Tariff
Commission at Kalgoorlie. The figures ad-
duced by that gentleman were astounding.
They show what the combine in explosives
has meant to Western Australian gold mining.
Had it not been for the three years' contrast
made with South Africa for supplies of ex-
plosives after the outbreak of war, it would
have been utterly impossible for our mines
to continue working during the war, notwith-
standing the fact that gold was so very valu-
able and was so much needed by the British
Government. Immediately upon the termina-
tion of the war the whole of the explosives
manufacturers of Europe and England were
for med into one joint concern. There is now
no other concern manufacturing explosives.
It is said that the combine in question have
started a branch establishment in Melbourne,
and that is the reason given for the imposi-
tion of a duty on explosives. Either the
Great Boulder or the Ivanhoe mine would use
more than the annual Octput of the branch in
question. The position wouldi not be so bad
if the Commonwealth Parliament had not put
the extra 5 per~ cent, on the explosives of the
South African company which supplied us in
our time of need. I do not know whether the
State Government can do anything in this
connection, but if they can they should. Ap-
parently the only aspect of mining in which
anybody takes an interest is that of wages.
Wages, we are told, are too high, and must
come dlown before mining can again be suc-
cessful. If people would only rend the evi-
dence given before the Tariff Commission by
that Kalgoorlie gentleman, they would cense
talking in that strain. The evidence proved
conclusively that import duties and the in-
creased cost of mining requisites total more
than double the increase in wages cost. If
the Government of this State can do any-
thing in the mnatter-and I have always held
the opinion that they can-they should go
event to the extent of constituting themselves
the sole importers of fracteur into Western
Australia. It is the duty of the Government
to approach the Commonwvealth Governimnt to
see if they will assist in any direction.. The
Commonwealth Government in turn shouild ap-
p roach the Imperial Government to do some-
thing in the interests of mining in Australia.
If we take the statistics of the world to-day
in connection with gold mining, it will be
seen that the industry is on the decline every-
where. If the output of gold decreases dur-
ig the next decade to the extent it decreased
during the past decade, it will mean that the
British Empire will have to alter its method
of finance altogether. It cannot possibly con-
tinue on the basis of gold currency, Instead
of costing from £6 to £8 per ounce to produce
the gold as it does now, should the industry
decline to a still further extent during the
next decade, it will cost £20 per ounce to
produce. That cannot possibly be done un-
less assistance is given to the industry so that
the gold currency msy be maintained. Serious
representations should be made to the au-
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thorities on that point. The chief inspector
at K~algoorlie has gone to considerable trouble
in getting out the details regarding the
working and output of the different mines
which are now closed down. I believe suffi-
cient evidence could be providled f romn
his reports regarding the amount of
gold produeed, the value of tih' monevy
involved in the mines whim-li aire now
closed clown and the anouu t uieemsn rv to
permit operations to he Continued in those
mines, to enable a good ease to be made out.
iMany of these mines are payahle gold-hearing
properties, but have had to hie closed down
pending the raising of additional callital to
continue operations. If it were represented
to the British Government that the request
for assistance was in the interests of the Ema-
pire as a whole, I believe sonie consideration
would be given to the request. Ifoney
spent lin connection with ninny gold-mining
propositions in Western Australia would
be producti ve of mnuch good. r wvill
mention one of at least 50 mines
which the Chief inspector has dealt with. The
queen Margaret Mine at Bnloag is at pre-
sent closed down, and the water in the shaft
is within SO feet of the ruarface. It would bh.
impossible to open utp the min e by nacaus of
the old shaft, even if the water wvere pumped
out. I know the main shaft, and worked on
it when it was being sunk. The mine can be
worked again, in my opinion, only by sinking
-4L new shaft at least a thousand feet in dlepth.
fn that miine the one shoot of gold was fol-
lowed from the surface to 780 feet in depth,
and on the underlay it was followed for a
distance of 1,300 feet. The shoot of gold was
still showing at the end of the shaft when
operatioas had to be suspended. In fact, the
best patch of gold they struck in tl'at mine
was secured at the bottom when the mine was
-closed. It is a matter of impossibility for a
small company to operate the mine. It re-
quires a large amount of capital. The Coam-
monwealth Government, iin view of the
bene-fits they havo derived from the gold
mining industry of Australia, should assist
us in. the direction I have indicatedl, and give
us hack something of what they have taken
away from us in taxation, for years past.I
congratulate the Minister oa the result of
the working of the prospecting hoard. I
'hope the results achieved by the prospecting
party recently returned to Perth will be as
advantageous as is anticipated. It will mean
a good thing for Western Australia if the
gold bearing couotry which is reported upon,
is opened up and more mines established. I
hope the anticipations. of the party prove to
be true. In any ease, I trust that when water
suppUes are again available, the Minister will
not hesitate to give the assistance neressery
to enable the party to go out and further
prospect the fields. The one reported upon
by the prospecting party is not the only one
that can properly be prospected. There is
one other matter to which I desire to draw
attention, and it can be dealt with in the

regulations. It is customary that after a
man has pegged out a prospecting area and
it has been granted to him, he may work the
claim for three months, or perhaps for only
two or three weeks. Thea the tican abandons,
it, and ha the course of time the area may lie
taken over by someone else. Net knowing
it is a prospecting area, the 1104tAW
as a result of his work, may find lpar-
able ore. The original prospector theni
comes along and lodges an injunction to lpre-
vent the second party from continuing oper-
ations. In many eases the second party las
had to leave the claim because he has not
applied for the forfeiture of the prospecting
area. Regulations should be framned so that,
in the event of a prospector abandoning his
aren, he forfeits the area, and he should lhave
no further claim to it. I trust the Miaister
will look into that matter. There was an
instance south of Buloag. A. second patity
came along and found that it was a payable
proposition. They worked the proposition
and sunk several pot holes, from which they
took 19 tons of material which went 2OO
ounces over the plates. When that result was
inade knowsn, the original holder Of the l~rics-
pecting 'area lodged an injunction against rtce
prospectors to prevent them from working
the lease any further. It bas held uip oper-
ations for three months, and it was only last
week that the decision was given that enabled
the men to go back and resume work. In
this instance, tlac men who took tap the lease
subsequently were able to establish them-
selves on the claim, but in other eases, mnen
who originally had the claim have been able
to secure the leases again, because those who
worked them subisequently did not apply for
forfeiture

Progress reported.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCO-ME TAX.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hfon. Sir James 'Mitchell
-Northam) [11.22]: in moving the second
reading said: The Pill merely imposes the
tax which already exists.

Mr. Munsie: It should not do so, for the
income tax is quite unfair.

The PREMIER: The Pill re-enacts exist-
ing legislation, with an additional clause
providing that the tax must he paid in one
instalment. I move-

That the Bill he now rend a secondl time.
Ont motion by Ron. P. Collier, debate ad-

journed.

BTLL-LA NI) AND INCOME TAX AS-
RESSMENT AM5ENDME.Vr

Second Reading.
The PIREIR (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) [11.231 in moving the scn
reading said: The Sill contains mereral pro-
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posed aiendinua. There is the usual pro-
vision relating to income from dividends. It
is necessary now that this should be a per-
mansent enactment, and, consequently, it finds
a place in the Bill. There is nothing new in
that, except that it is now in the assessment
measure for the first time, We have intro-
duced it here because, if the taxing Bill were
to fail to pass, we should be in diffiulties
about it. Clause 3 contains a consequential
amendment. There is another amendment:
Last year, it will be remembered, an amend-
ment was made extending fromn two years to
three years the time during which a refund
could he claimed. That amendment was
made in only one place, whereas it should
have been made in two. Hence Clause 4 of
tle Bill. If a man has a reasonable claim for
a refund, there is in equity no reason why
it should not be made at any time. Thea
there is another consequential amiendment:
Last year's Bill contained a pro-
vision defining the due dlate for the
paYment of tax as 30 days after service of
notice, That was added to Section 53 of the
Act. The words appear also in Section 54,
where they arc not required, Clause 5 pro-vides that Section 54 shall be amended ac-
cordingly.

Mr. Munsie: What about amending that
section to provide for aeducting expenses in-
eurreri in earning the income?

The PIRNEMIR: it is very difficult to
ine-t the wishes of hoii. memibers in respect
of that section. It is already provided that
if, for instance, a doctor travels from his
home to his surgery lie cannot deduct any
exlrenses, whereas if lie goes into the country
to nve a patient his expenses are deductible.
Similarly, a workman living in Subinco, whose
work is in Fremantle this month and some-
where else next month, can deduct the cost of
travelling. However, that does not mean ex-
cinhition for a man who, living ink Cottesloc
and working ina Perth, travels to and fro each
day by train or by motor ear.

Hon. W. U. Angwin: A mno travelling by
motor ear gets a deduction.

The PREMIE1FR: No.
Mr. M-unsie: A man living in Claremont

and employed at the 'Midland Junction Work-
shops ought to get exemption.

The PREMIE: I do not think so. The
man who elects to live permanently in one
cetre and work permanently in another can
scarcely claim the deduction of his travelling
expenses between those centres.

lion. W. C. Angin: How is a man work-
in! in Perth to live near his work!

The PREMIER: I do not think the Housc
would agree that a business iman living in
Kalainunda. should be allowed to travel down
to the city bky motor car clay in and day out
and deduct the expenses of such travelling.
Rt is very difficult to define clearly what we
mean hr deduction for travelling expenses.

Mr. 'Munsie: T h-ive asked for a deduction
in respect of travelling to earn liy -oslary and
I Am told I am not going to get it:- but I am
act going: to pay on that amont.

The PREMIER: Then the hon. member-
will be taking a risk.

MrIt. %luusie: I shall take the riqk. The
Federal authorities allow it ni our Act is
word for word with theirs.

The I'RgMJEIR:- If a man is called from
his horne in a ceatre like Kalgoorlie to be In
Perth for three or four days each week, I
thinik he( would he entitled to deduct his.
tra veiling expenses. If a man in business
Sent some of his officials from Perth to Kal-
goorlie to conduct business, he would certainly
be allowed te ideduot travelling expenses,
That, howcever, is not quite the samie thing
R% I have beenL endeavouriag to describe. If
a mn comes from the coon try to transact
business in Perth he would be allowed to de-
duct his travelling expenses. The business in
Perth wouildl be in connection with the busi-
mcc-s at whivh lie earned his livinv.

Mr. Chession: The same applies to a man
living- at P-rcnmantlc and working at 'Midland-
Jlunction.

The PRE,%iER: A great iny amen work-
ing at the Midland Junction. workshops live
at 'Midland. 'Men working at Midland are-
not called illiol to live at Fremantle.

Mr. Cliesson: If a man has his home there,
he hias to travel to his work. He cannot
bun~t up his home.

The PREMIER: But such men elect to
live at Frcemantle, If a nian elects to live at
Kalamunda, he cannot claiim travelling ex-
penses as a fair and reasonable deduction
fronm his net income.

Mr. Chesson: But a man cannot get a
home in the city.

The PREMIER: Not in St. George's-
terrace, hut he can get a home at a reason-
able distance from the city. There is hardly
a workman in the city who does not walk a
mile or travel a mile by tram to his work.

The Minister for Mines: Take a business
mnan -who electedl to live at Kalamunda, to
motor to Perth would cost 32s. a day. If
you allowed that, where would you be?

The PREMIE'R: I da not see how the-
deduction could be made. We want to treat
all people alike.

Mr. Chesson: A doctor is allowed the de-
duction and everyone else should be allowed
it.

The PREMIERR: It is right to allow un-
avoidable expense, hut avoidable expense-
should not he allowed. Miners have to travel
by tram to their work at the mines, hot the.
cost per day would be very snmall.

'Mr. Lutey: Rut it mounts 'up when you
take the 52 weeks of the year.

The PRE11iER: That is the interpretatiok
placed ul-on the law as passed by Parliament.

Mr. Muasie: I say the law gives me the-
right to deduct expenses and the Commis-
sioner of Taxation says it doe-s not. The
]Federal authorities allowi it and if the State
want it, they will have to get it in the court-
I will not psy it.

The PRENITER: If it isq the law, I ant
afraid the bon. member will have tb pay.
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Mr. Lutey: It was the intention of the
House that a deduction should be allowed lin
respect of expecnstes for travelling to work..

The PREMIER: The member for Bananas
would be in just the samne position ns a man
travelling to transact business; but if a
man whose constituency was in Perth elected
to live at Northam, 1 do not think hie would
bxe permitted to deduct travelling expenses.

H1on. W. C. Angwin: He might have to go
up there for his health.

The PREMIER: flat wouild bie his mis-
fortune. I1 shiall ask the Solicitor (4eneral to
put up a written interpretation of the section
as it stands..

Mr. ('hesson: He will putt it up to suit
you--

Ifr. 3l unsie: The Solicitor General says L
am entitled to deduct travelling e-XpenseS anti
every legal mn in the State says so too, but

flpUonunissioner says ]. atn not.
The PREMIER: The Solicitor General's

opinion is always followed.
M1r. Corboy: The Commissioner will not

follow it.
The PREMIER:. The legal advice mnust

prevail.
Mr. Munsie: 'Who is to interpret the Act?

The Commissioner and no one else.
The PREMAIER: The interpretation rests

with the Crown law authorities.
Mr. Corboy: The Commissioner is admin-

istering it precisely opposite to the interpreta-
tion of the Solicitor General.

The PREMIER: If members desire it I
shall obtain a written interpretation from the
Solicitor General. I movn-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by 'Mr. Muftnsie, debate ad-
journed.

Howse adjourned at 11.37 pa.

'legislative Ctouncil,
Wednesdayj, 82nd November, 19*3.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
P.M., and read prayers

QL'ESTION-CANCER, X-RAY
A PPARATUS.

1-on. A. J1. -ff. SAW asked the Minister tor
blne!;iti: 1, H-ave the Government received
ineinorinls from the council of the Britisk
INedical A.4socintion anti front the honorary
sctor %tlrgi:L staff of the Perth Hospital,
urging thein to provide a deep therapy X-ray
apporatuis for the treatment of cancer at
the Jio-pitnlt 2, Are the Oovernment aware
lt-at an Anerican surgeon, Dr. Storn, reports
("* American Jlourntal of Roentgenology, '"

Diee-ither 21l, 1921:-'' i most of the Ger-
tun clinics I visited they have practically
disc-ontinuedl operating on all cases of cancer
of the breast and uterus. They claim that the
results with radiation alone ore far superior
(85 er rent, of vtares in this class of case) ' 'I
:i, lin rho~ of the foregoing repoort, and other
lttvourItlil repots~. from British experts who
are ising thtis treatment, will the Government
I ovotirably consiler the question of making
this methodi of trenttmeut available in West-
erit Australia?

The MINISTER FOP. EDU7CATION re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2_, No." The journal mentioned
has not been available, but it is known that
the German, claim of suceess ia 85 per cent.
of eases has not been corroborated by British
operators. 8, Yes. The Government do not
intendt to allow the matter to drop, but pro-
pose to make further inquiries from both
British qnd American authorities in regard to
this method of treatment, which they consider
has not yet passed the experimetntal stage.
It is considered that until the value of the
treatment is established beyond question and
nmany points such as dosage and method of
applu-at ion have been de 6 aitely standardised,
the great expenditure involved is not justi-
fied whilst equally important equipment in
other directions is not available.

QV ESTION-TENNIS COURTS.
Houn. H. STEWART asked the Minister

for -Education: 1, Have the Government, as
stated in the " 'West Australian " of the 21st
inst., assisted to the extent of £106 in pro-
riding tennis courts for Perth Girls' SchoolY
2, Under wha.t vote has such assistance been
granted ?

The MIN"ISTER FOB EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Perth Girls' School contains some
501 girls from 13 to 16 years of age. The
school has no playground. It is impossil
to purchase a playground for these girls ex-
cept at vry heavy expense. Some playing
facilities. muist be afforded for girls at this
age if their physical welfare is to be catered
for. The Parents and Teachers' Association
desired to utilise a vacant bloek of land be-
longing to the Government at the corner at
Hay ad Colin Streets for the erection of
some tennis courts, and asked for assistance.
The cost of petting the ground in order is
considerably over £300. Towards this the
Minister premised a contribution Of £105-
which is approximately one-third of the cost.
2, Government Property Trust Account.
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